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We beſcech you, Bret hren, to know them |} 


which labour among you, and are over you 
m the Lord, and admoniſh you'; and to 
eſteem them very highly in Love, for their 
OY OE OE Ons e 


f 
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Aving given you a ſet Diſcourſe of the Du- 
ties of the C/ergy, on the firſt Day of my 
Settlement among you ; and made you ac- 
quainted with the ſolemn Obligations laid 
upon the Preachers of che Goſpel, in reſpect 
both to our Doctrine, and inſtructive Ex- 
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ample in all good Converſation; how we 1 

— cugnzt always to bear in mind that main 9 
perſwaſive Care of ſaving our on Souls, whilſt we are em- j 
loy'd, and authoris'd by, and under the Great Shepherd, in 
farin thoſe that hear us. Reviewing and recollecting this our | 
own 3 in order ſtill to a conſtant and better Performance, 1 
I may with the more Reaſon and Juſtice aſſume Leave to. engage 
your Attention to the Scripture I have now read unto you; and 9 


from thence, once for all, ſhew you the Obligations of that 
Duty, which this and other numerous Scriptures, binds upon 
your Conſciences, towards your Miniſter and Teacher. 
If ye will receive my e eee as reaſonable, upon the 
Warrant of this good. Occaſion, eſpecially, wherein ye nor. 
welcome the Settlement of your new Vicar, and his Care over 
you ; I will alſo ſhew how much it tends to your own Benefit. 
And if I make that good, ſure I can't fail of your Fayour to - 
the following Argument; and of preventing Suſpicions n 

5 | cloſing 
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3 cloſing your Ears, or prejudieing your, Minds againſt Perſons 
py 0 may fancy are about to preach up thamſelves. Bur tis no 


— . . rem one Ding 


To 1 Cor. 16. 18. Phil. 2. 29. Heb. 13. 7, 17. 
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1 
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uch matter; for the Precepts of the Holy Chriſtian Religion, 


d which you profeſs your Compliance, do not in teality lay any 
&  fortof Burden, upon you, (ſuch arc their Excellency] but chat 


is neceflary, what is reaſonable, what is truly beneficial. And 
if we have it in our Inſtructions to withold nothing of che de- 
clar'd Will of God from you, your ſelves oaght to be firſt in 
accuſing ts of being unfaithful Diſpenſers of the Word, if we 
ſhould fee you hurt your ſelves thro' our Sides, and be wholly 
filent in preventing the Guilt and Miſchief which may be in 


curr'd by breaking the Divine Laws, meerly becauſe they are re- 


lative to us; when at the ſame time they have evident Autho- 
rity from Chriſt, and bear Relation to him, and to your own 
Good in particular. Os eee 1 

The Duty which Chriſt's great Apoſtle is here recommending, 

> Eſteem and Reſpect to thoſe who are over you in the Lord, 
and labour. among you, and ad moniſp you; i. e. as your Cate- 
chiſm paraphraſes the Fifth Commandment, to ſubmit. your 
ſelves to all your Governours, Teachers, ſpiritual Paſtors and 
Maſters. St. Paul bids you to know them ; or, as he elſewhere * 
explains himſelf, acknowledge, bold in Reputation, diftinguith- 


> 


ing em in your Reſpects, remember, and obey them; to be 


favourable and propitious to em, which is no unfrequent Senſe 


of the Word Know in Scripture. He lays the Foundation of 


your Eſteem of them, in the djvine Inſtirution of cheir Office, 
and in the Excellency of their Work : The Mealure of it is re- 


_ to be very high in Love; and that for Two imply'd Rea- 


ons: for the Work's Sake, and alſo in proportion to our La- 


| boring in that Work. And this he exhorts to in a patherick 


beſeeching Earneſtneſs; which ſeems to ſuppote both the Neceſ- 


ſity of the Duty, and Mens Aptneſs to forget too much. 


Hear him ſpeaking over to you all theſe Particulars again. 
Mie beſeech you, Bretbren, to know them which labour among 


vou, and are over you in the Lord, and admonifh you; and 


eſteem them very highly in Love for their Work's Sake. And 


be adds in the Cloſe of the Verſe, be at Peace among your 


fetves. As if he wonld have no Diviſion among em about 
performing that Duty, or upon any other Account, but rhat all 
ee ome impartially, unanimouſty. Whatever elſe they 


differ d in; they be agreed in that, which might prove an excel - 


lent Expedient in compoſing all their other Differences. 
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but, on the contrary, with a moſt divine Humility profeſs'd 
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FJalith the Scripture theſe Things for our particular Sakes | ures 


ly ? For your Sakes, doubtleſs, O Chriſtian People; to facili- 


tate the Operation, and to crown with Succeſs thoſe enjoin'd 
Endeavours of ours for your Welfare, both in this World and 
the next; which yet can have little or no effect, without that 
previous Reſpect which is due unto our Miniſtration. | 
For as I was about to prove in the | 

Firſt Place, All the Power we have, next under God, of do- 
ing you good, depends 5 your Eſteem of us. That is the 
great Reaſon why the Apoſtle is fo urgent with the Theſſalonians 
to preſerve it for thoſe, who were regularly ſer over em in the 
Lord, that they might receive the greater Good from them. For 
his own part, he courted not the Eſteem or Applauſe of Men; 
himſelf the meaneſt of the Apoſtles, “ and like his Maſter Chriſt 
empried and made himſelf of no Reputation, that the Profi- 
ciency of his Miniſtry might plainly appear to come from God: 
Neither does the Holy Ghoſt nor he allow his Succeſſors, of an 
Rank in the Spiritual Calling, to ſeek Praiſe and Glory of Men. 
For the Streſs of our Sermons is not to be laid in human Elo- 


quence; but freed from Oſtentation, and the uſeleſs Aids of | 
- Rhetorick Texture: + They are ta derive the Majeſty of Convi- 


ction from a higher Principle, a diviner Spring, even the Sin- 
plicity of the Goſpel, the heavenly Elegancy of Sincerity and 


Sanctity; from the Love of Chriſt, and the Powers of the 


World to come, which are the Power and Wiſdom tfluing out 
in Revelation from God, to ſtrike upon the Soul with Effcacy | 
mighty and divine, and turn it unto himſelf, and irs true Dig- 
nity and Perfection, which it has ſtray'd from. Ali other Elo- 


- quence, void of this Celeſtial Unction, is comparatively flat and 
unpenetrating. And the Import of our Preaching is not Our 
| ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; to ſerve him; and Souls, 

not the Humours of Men: For ſhould we ſeek to pleaſe Mens 


delicate Ears, or their Errors, we ſhould not be. the Servants . 
of Chriſt. We cannot in theſe Things wittingly betray your 
Souls, but at the ſame time we betray our own. St. Paul could 


not then intend any ſuch thing as honorary a e by this 


preſent Precept; but only to keep up that neceſlary Eſtimation 
and Good-Will, which are eſſential to carry on their ſpiritual 
Advantage; wherein ſhould they prove deficient, they themſelves 
would be the chief Loſers. 2 N oy 
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* x Cor. 2. f x Thel. 2. 6. 4 1 Cor. . 17. 
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Por this Purpoſe, out of Concern for their Good, more than 


| 
' (68) 


3 


his own, or thoſe that were to be ordain'd to any Holy Function, 


he defers not to magnify his Office, T when he found himſelf de- 


cline in the Opinion of his Converts ; and this way endeayours 


to recover that Power, which they unjuſtly robb'd him of, for 


the helping their Faith, and edifying them in all Goodneſs. He 
magnity'd his Office, not out of Pomp or State, or ſupercilious 
Scorn of Laity ; but from the Derivation of his Authority and 


Miſſion, and from his labouring more abundantly therein. And 


tho' deſtitute of outward Greatneſs, and the Attractives of world- 
ly Reſpect, (his Poverty being voluntary, and expedient for the 


Infant State of the Church, which God was then eſtabliſhing by 


the weak, baſe, deſpiſed Things) yet he convinces em of his 
undoubted Right to a better Maintainance; yer he demands the 
Obeyſance and Attention of their Reaſon to what he receiv'd. 


not had, if ſuch a One had not come 1 5 them? One wou 


have thought, the Wiſdom wherewith he ſpake; the engaging 
Spwcetneſs of his Manners ; the Number, Greatneſs, and Bene- 
' ficence of his Miracles to ſingle Perſons, to Multitudes; might 


have been irreſiſtible to conyince: would have ſecured him, at 
lcaſt, from Calumny, and the reproachful Characters of Drun- 


kerd and Glutton; which they took Occaſion to ſpread abroad 
of him. Vet no Chriſtian, but knows him to be ſo innocent 


from giving Occaſion to either, that it would be Blaſphemy to 
think otherwiſe. What was the Cauſe of ſo ſtrange Inconvin- 


_ Qbleneſs, and of returning ſo much Indignity for fo great Good, 


but the inveterate Prejudice and ill Opinion rhey had imbib'd of 


him? They generally regrated the Meanneſs of his Parentage 45 
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fot tine they oft meanly of him; che Humility of his 4%. 
vent, which we at this time commemorate with Piety; they 
had in deriſion: Can any ' good thing come out of Nazareth? 
Oitt of Galilee ? was the Proverb taken up againft him; and 
from this groundleſs Maxim, and ſuch prejudicate / ways of 
chinking, would not believe their own Senſes, for the good 
Deeds they ſaw and heard. In his own Country, and among 
his Acquaintance, Where he reſided longeſt; he had ſtill leſs in- 
fluence; inſomuch as it forc'd him to leave em, and go to o 
thers : Seeing they had ſo wickedly debat'd themſelves the bene- 
fit of his ſaving Inſtructions, through the little Eſteem they 
had conceived of his Perſon, which Fad ſtrangely preoccupied 
and perverted their Minds againſt him. 
So neceſſary is it, that People's Minds be clear'd of Prejudice, 
and freed from unjuſt Diſeſteem of their Teachers; if they 
would either grant them the comfort of doing, or themſelves 
the advantage of reaping any good from their Pains. If they 
are ſtill tainted with capricious DPiſti ker, they become retained 
on their Enemy's fide with all the biaſs of, a Bribe, Þ with- 
out the advantage againſt them; and contract a ſort of Antipa- 
| thy in the Spirit of thei Minds, which reſiſts the giving them- 
ſelves up to be 1 by them. For if Chriſt himſelf, the 
efficient Cauſe of Salvation, and the very Saviour of Mankind; 
was not able to win Men in the way that Men ought to be won 
to their own Happineſs, and to the undoubted Truths of his 
propounding, by reaſon of falſe, diſreſpectful Opinions obſtty- 
Qing ; if the pure Word of God out of the Mouth of God him- 
{elf could not prevail, what was to be hoped from an Angel? 
—— What Succeſs can we Men look for, who are but Inſtru- 
ments and Means of Salvation? If Men will not pay us that 
Deference which Chriſt has commanded, as unto himſelf, ſpeak- 
ing and befeeching you in bis ſtead, to be reconciled to God ; 
if they reſolutely ſhut the Door againſt improving in Godlineſs, 
the Fault will be theirs; we do our Duty, tho“ tis in telling 
em, they don't do theirs. If People will not lay aſide the un- 
deryaluing Partiality and II- Will, which ſo much hinder our 
Exhortations. out of his Goſpel from having their due effect; 
what good can we do unto yo How much wrong do ye 
meditate to your ſelves ? And how willingly would we prevent 
your injury, if ye would but conſent unto it, yea, if you would 
but conſent to examine better the ſlender Grounds you have to 
be ſo unkind to us and your own Souls? „ 
For where Prejudice and Diſeſteem are in poſſeſſion, there 
remains (for ſo long) a kind of Vail over the Heart, which 
choaks the entrance againſt che force of the beſt — ; 
* png e | B | | the 
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the double-edg'd Word, of God can hardly cut its way; and 


the Man reeds, or elle is but half, or almoſt-perſwaded 
by the moſt winning Invitations, , drawn even out of the 
Scripture, and recommended, too with the fincereſt kindneſs 
to Souls; .whenlocyer they come from a Preacher, out of Fa- 
your, and in no Eſteem. with that Perſon; A previous good Opi- 
nion in the Mind, ſeems to be like a Palate in right order, to 
relith what is ſaid, and commit it dehghtfully ro Digeſtion ; 
and where ſuch. Opinion is wanting, tis juſt as a Palate that 


has loſt its reliſh to the beſt Meats, becauſe they happen to be 


preſented: in a particular Veſſel, which they take diſtaſte at. 
And ſo Truth it {elf loſes Ground and Belief, if the Perſon ut- 
tering it is in diſcredit. The very ſame thing from the Mouth 
or Pen of one Man, ſhall be deem'd true and wonderful; com- 
ing from another, very far ſhort of it. So unequal Judges 
are the Generality, while they hear, read, and judge, more by 
their Affections than Underſtanding; and the truth of T Kings : 
Chuſing rather to exx with thoſe they have in admiration, than 
make gnquiry about holding the Truth with others. Take a 
Man once intirely into your Eſtimation and good ' Graces, and 
he ſhall be hardly thought to do any thing amiſs; let another 
do nevet ſo well, yet he tha'nt be well thought of. Heaven it ſelf 
can't pleaſe Men, till they have a good value and opinion of it ; 
much leſs can the Heavenly Meſſengers. How hardly, if at all, 
does a Man yield to be perſwaded to his apparent advantage 
by one he diſlikes? How readily by another for whom he has 
a friendly Opinion? So great reaſon had St. Paul to write thus 
unto all People, not to loſe that reverend Regard to the Guides 
and Teachers ſet over em in the Lord, which the Sacredneſs of 


their Work and Office, and the Divine Relation they ſtand in, 
always merits and demands; yea, that they joyn both their Un- 


derſtanding and their Hearts, {one the Source of Eſteem, the 
other of Loye) in eſteeming thoſe who labour among 'em, very 
highly in love, The more plentifully they ſow their affection- 
ate Reſpects towards the Inſtruments of God's appointing, the 
more kindly will they Meere in mightily conyincing, and 
drawing them by the Hand of a Friend, out of the ſtrong 
Holds of Sin and Satan, and out of that Labyrinth of this 
World's Love, to their very ſure Intereſt and Happineſs ; the 
greater will be their Good unto Everlaſting Life. | 


| And as we of the Holy Function ought not in Conſcience 


and Prudence to do any 85 which may juſtly incur, or ne- 
ceffarily provoke your Diſeſteem of our Perſons, and there- 
by weaken the Efficacy of our own Endeayours towards 
that Bleſſed End; ſo ought you of the Audience, to be very 
Ma NOTE 7107. Gee 


cateful for your own ſakes, how you depart from that comman- 


on in Godlineſs. And if falſe Opinions have their Period and 
Revolution, like other things; ſo ought they in all Pa- 
riſhes, to change for the better, and recover to a good liking 
of thoſe Inſtructors, who do moſt compaſſionately intend and 


* ſeek their Eternal Felicity; and People thould prize 


thoſe for their beſt Friends, who tell em thoſe Truths, and la- 
bour moſt to. direct them to the things that are beſt ; and as oft 
as they ſet forth the Lively, Word of God, Hach ſuffer their 
Exhortations to prevail upon their Hearts. e very deſign of 


ſo invaluable Good ſhou'd be enough to diſſipate Prejudice, and 


intirely conciliate Good- will and Reyerence to the Promoters of 


Holineſs ; to ſhew God's Ways, thoſe of his Long-ſuffering and 


Juſtice unto the Wicked, that they may be converted and live; 
io open their eyes to behold the wondrous things of his Law, 
and the ſhameful things of their Treſpaſſes againſt it; that 


they may turn from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power 


ef Satan unto God. If we are in as much earneſt and concern 
to ſave your Souls as our own; if we 1 up our ſelves to 
Reading, for the better ſtudying and un 

tures, and lead ſuitable good Lives for the inviting down the Di- 


erſtanding the Scrip- 


vine Wiſdom to take its abode with us; if we have ſome of us 


[paſt two or three Apprenticeſhips in the ſearch after inſtructive 
Truths; and if we b | 

are now endeavouring ſuch important Benefits unto you, are 
now promoting (what we can) the welfare and felicity of thoſe 
me Perſons who ſlight and diſeſteem us--------How cruel and 
una 


ave been qualifying our ſelves ſo long, and 


ir is it in them! {till ro continue their Unkindneſs, which 


common Juſtice requires them to ceaſe and retract; to treat 


thoſe ill, (who wiſh them no worſe than to be eternally nappy) 
how can they excuſe from Injuſtice and Ingratitude ? Sure 1 
am, they can find no Diſpenſation, no Colours in Scripture, to 
cover their want of Love and Eſteem from being a Tranſgreſſi- 


was not a Violence offer'd to my Text, yet it is to a very great 
many other Injunctions of Holy Writ _ 7 
And if you will ſuffer me to conſult your Good a little far-⸗ 

ther, and diſpoſe you more throughly to comply with St. Paul, 
| will proceed to thew you. _ | RE EY. het Fs 
Secondly, Other Grounds and Reaſons, which neceſſitate this 
Eſteem and Love that are mention '. 
57 | B 2 N I chall 


ded Love and Eſteem, which (with the Grace of God accom- 
panying) is the foundation of ſure Improvement and Edificati- | 


it. If tis the Aim of our aſſiduous Pains, and Part of our 
hearty Prayers to God, to teach you Truth, Peace, Love ane | 


on of that Dury which God has required at their Hands. Tf it 
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y zperſhitions differ'd from one 75 over the face of the 

they all agjeed in this Eſſential, of having Prieſts and Minjſter: 
ſepara] 70 e Fees; bi 


* 
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And the Light of Nature directed the People to pay a very 
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| 8 ghar by Tythes, Offerings, and Cities, it was the Will of 
1 5 n they ſhould enjoy. near a fifth part of all the Poſſeſ- 


ene 


uſpect your Na 
pretended ro Relig 


| - Diyine Authority, but Enthuſiaſts ; who have ſurfeited upon 


» 
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1 I Compare Numb. 1. 4. & ch. 3. 39. 50 
Sam. 13. 8,15. 2 Sam. 6. 6. Numb. 16. 1, &. 
| 2 Chron. 26. 16, &c. Examples plainly evincing, that no pre- 
eee of doing God or People Service can juſtify meddling in 
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"A Graces in? Upon which only. 
con 


of the World. Not in the power of Miracles, for chat would 


if any one asks now, where is Chrift.2 He is not now-in-aſto-, 


| wg, laid in an unmoyeable Foundation, upon, himſelf as 


| 


Religion, are above. its Qrdinances, and quite miſtake its Na- 
ture and Directions. Some of them have more Deference o Uss 
inyifiBle Word and infarugting Light wichin them, chan ta che 
Written Declarations of God's Holy Will, Others zead. the 

Scripture not for Nele but Strife, And tis much to he 
diſcredit of their Belief, rhar Sceptica! Prophane Men, he pen 
ließe nothing, but deride all Reyealed Religion, and are profelk 
Enemies to Chriſtianiiy; concur with them in the ſame Qpi+ 
nion, to beat down all Diſtinction and Value for Holy Orders, 
by levelling them in common, and leaying every Man at liber- 
ry to aſſume them at pleaſure, and do that which is fighe in 
his own Eyes, and be ſole Judge of his own Qualificanens. 
All the ſort of them may go on td trample God's Jewels under 
foot, bur it will be as impoſlible for any of em to oyerchrow 
the Honour of them, whom God honoureth, as it is 8g diſ- 


21 


5515 his Being, or the Revelation of his Will to Men in the 


_ Chriſtianity might indeed ſubſiſt (as at its firſt Planting it 
did) without Churches. But how ſhall its Sacrameute, one the 
Giyer, the other the Nourither of . itual Life, be admini- 
ſtred 2 How its Ordinances diſpen *d, without thoſe who 
have the Authority from C Pr in the Way of his own. Defig- 
nation; and in the method he has 9 to convey his Hea- 

enl | e has oblig'd himſelf to 
confer the precious Promiſe of his Bleſſing, for that reaſon chat 
it is his own Holy Appointment; to laſt as long as Chkiſtiani- 
155 ſelf, i. e. till the Conſummation of all things. Aud che 
ame Jeſus Chriſt, who in our Nature is gone to the Father, 
and is conſtituted Lord of Reconciliation, Righteouſneſs, Grace, 
aud all things, till all things ſhall be ſubject unto him, bas 
den an infallible Promale to us, whoſe we ares and whom we 
erpe.1n bis Miniſtry, 20 be with. us always, even unte the en 


* 


be fa@um agere,; they, being no longer needful in the World. 
after the Record. is ſufficienely proved by chem to be tue. And 


niching 757 to overbear Mens Senſes. with Proc, but 
in the ſtill, ſmall, Voice; ſurely, tho“ imperceptibly, (as to the, 
manner) proſyering our Endeavours, and, bleſſing his Word: 


„ 


d o rdinances. In theſe is he to be found, as our Reaſon has 


ii & F 


witneſs enough of it, by all thoſe. who faithfully. ſeek; till his 
ſecond Coming in Glory. Till which tine. 
All Chriſtian People are under the denomination of à Buiſd- 


y 
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* Epbeſ. £.,20, &c. 1 Cor. 3. 
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v chief Corner-ſone'; and If "cis ſtill a perſecting, and to be 
carried on; to the end of the, World, there muſt needs be ſome 
Builders left behind for that purpoſe : According to this con- 


tinual need, we are ſtiled Builders, Co-workers and Labourer: 


with the Grace of God; and bid to edify with choſen Inſtru- 
ments; with ſound Materials; and kindly Cement of cloſe-uni- 
ting Love; in goodly order, and decently beauteous Frame. 
Whatever we do, to do alt things to edification, 1 Cor. 14. «6. 


chat it may tend #0 the per fecking the Saints, and edifying the 


Body of Chriſt, Epheſ. 4.12. + | „ 
The whole Goſpel is called f the Hearing of Faith ; as if the 
People's Ears (as from the beginning, ſo) to the end of it, were 
to be the general 1n/ets to their Fark. In the orderly way of 
Nature, we know there would be no Crops of Grain, few Plants, 
no Animal, if they had not their beginning and conception 
from Seed; in like manner, and in the order of Grace, with- 
out the Word, which is the Seed of Eternal Life, there would be 
no found ripe Corn gather'd into the Everlaſting Barn of God; 
no Regeneration of the New Man and Creature, and but little 
Fruits of good Living. Unto theſe very purpoſes are we called, 
and made Stewards of the Word : + Sowers of it; TPlantere; 


* Bepetteys of you to Faith and good Works. You may pleaſe 
to learn of your ſelves from Rom. 10. 13, &c. how this Me- 


/ 


thod is appointed to lead you unto God that faves you: Who- 


oe ver ſhall call on the Name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved. How 


then ſhall they call on him, in whom they have not believed? 
end how ſhall they believe in him of whom they ba de not heard 
and bow” fhall they bear without à Preacher? and how ſhall 
(how dare they) preach lll they are ſet? _ 
Tho' there was not half that Proof in Holy Writ, which fo 
abundantly ratifies the Divine Inſtitution of this Ordinance ; 
tho“ I could find no Text there to countenance it; jet the neceſ- 
ſity of it is plainly legible out of the preſent circumſtances and 
perpetual need of Chriſtians, and you your ſelves make it ſo ne- 
oeſſary as it is. For as long as ſo many People are hindred from 
diſcovering and underſtanding Religious Truths accompanying 


Salvation, and love to be hindred by their own careleſneſs, in- 


difference, or want of attention; through a real or feigned want 
of Leiſure or Capacity for informing themſelves; and ſo many 


more, however it comes to ** remain ignorant of what they 
ought to know to their Soul's Health; ſeeing greater numbers 
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continue in ſupine negligence of their ſpiritual Concerns, are 


remains an abſolute occaſion for an O 


2 


influenced by ſenſual Appetites, Paſſions, vicious Habits and 


practices, falſe Notions, and early Prejudices, are im mers d in 


Worldly Affairs, and too too willingly ſuffer their Souls, which 
ought to be raiſed to Heaven (the Source of us Being) by Religi- 
on; to be bowed down to this Earth with the Cares and Love of 


its Poſſeſſions. As long as there is neceſſity moreover for the Gene- 


rality of Men to repent, and every one of us are liable to relapſe in- 
to Sin, and to err from the Truth; ſo long you muſt grant there 
rder of Preachers to all 
ſorts of People; to rouſe and ſtir up, to inſtruct, conyince and 
reprove, humble the Proud, correct the Obſtinate, confirm the 
Wavering, recover the Lapſed, comfort the Dejected, and edi- 
fy all, out of the Treaſure of that Word, which is for Inſtru- 
Gion in all Righteouſneſs; Correction of every Sin; and for 
ſupplying all the Needs of our Souls. Tho' they. carry with 
them an efficacy more than human, yet ſo great is the perverſe- 
neſs of Man's Heart, the deceitfulneſs of Sin, and ſtrength of 
Temprations, that tis to be wiſht the Opinion of Plato was 
not 0 true, viz. That all Arts and Sciences had leſs difficulty 


| in them, than that (Divine Art) of making Men good. 


Nay, Should we obtain our With, that all the Lord's People 
were as knowing as our ſelves ; there ſtill would be a continual 
Neceſlity of bringing preſent to Men's Minds things well-known, 
but too apt to be abſent when they ſhould not, and to be too 


much juſtled out by the Buſineſs of this World. Tho' your 


Mind's were pure, we can be ſerviceable in ſtirring em up by 
way of Remembrance; as St. Peter himſelf (2 Ep. 3.1.) inten- 
ded by his Diſcourſe to ſome of his Conyerts ; whoſe Minds 
were before enlighten'd and piouſly inclin'd ; yet their, and much 
more your, dormant Conſideration might be awaken d, your Aﬀe- 
tions may be more eng ß and excited to Practice. If there is 


good uſe of e, ug the beſt and moſt knowing, then none 


2 to pretend to be above the Benefit of it. For if we can't 
mal 


e you wiſer, we can contribute to make the wiſeſt better, as 
long as it will be their Duty to grow in Grace, and abound more 


and more in good Works. And that all ſorts may learn to im- 


prove by Hearing, I would leave this Advertiſement with them, 
that the moſt material Half of this Duty, yea the cheif End of 


it, is to record in Practice all that you have occaſion for ; not 
ſuffering the Word of Life to die in your Ears, or lie floating up 


and down in your Memory. to no Point of Application; but as 


ſoon as the Sound is out of your Ears, to graft the profitable Senſe 
upon your Hearts, and reſound it at home in your Conſciences, till 
it has tctormed what that witnefleth to be amiſs. © Tis with 
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c not galten, it does no. god; taken in; and not Agbs brite, 
„ Diſeaſes ; but taken in, and perfectly digeſted By honeſt La- 
about and Exerciſe, preſeryeth Eiſe and Healt n 
. Pleaſt t obſexve how oufẽ,ẽ Church ſpeaks of the Excellencies 
of. Preaching. Amongſt ali our Joys (ſay the Tranſlators of the 
Bible in cheir Epiſtle prefix d to the King's Majeſty) there was 
none that more filltd our Hearts, than the bleſſed continuance of 
the Preachiug of God's ſucred Word amongſt us; which is: that 
#eſtimable Treaſure; which eætelleth all the. Ricbes of the 
Zart a becauſe the Fruit thertof extendeth (itſelf; not only 15 
the Tims ſpent in this tranfitory. World; but directetb and iſ. 
poſethi Men unto tlat eternal Happineſs which is above in Hea- 
ven In the Office of Baptiſin, tis made incumbemt upon the Sare- 
tien toi call upon thoſe they anſwer for, not to neglect hear- 
ing Sermon. Beſides the Prayers in Eniber Week, Ordination, 
| Pao A In” + cominually pray in our Liturgy, that it 
ina pleaſe God to i lumi nate all Hiſbopl, Prieſts; and Deacon: 
with true Knowledge and: Uniderflanding of bis Word,' and 
_ #bat- both. by their Preaching: and Living they. may ſet it forth 
_ and ſbew'\it» accordingly... You may vefy confiſtently . preſerve 
your-teſpe& for Pfeaching, at the fame time you keep up your 
Veneration for publick Prayer: for they are both the Ordinance 
of God; both nec Parts of his Worthip and Service; and 
hae their reſpectixe uſes ; each in their Order and Seaſon.” To 
prefer either of them to the Neglect of che other, is juſt as if a 
Man, who had à Building to go forward, thould prefer Lime 
Brick orstone; either to other; when both are ſo neceſſary, and 
neither wall do without” the other. Let us but duly attend to 
both the Offices, and we ſhall find they mutually promote one 
another. But neither ought to be diſeſteem'd by God's Servants, 
becauſe they are hoth appointed by him, as ordinarily neceflary 
§ W ò¶[ͤ•n ⅛MM f ĩð . ]ꝗ A ·˙ m-] ̃ — ̃ͥù¹.i 
Now both theſe and many other ſalutary Benefits are the Du- 
ties of our Calling and Diſpenſation committed to us: Which 
none can Regularly Officiate, who have not received a Commi!- 
ſion from God; nor ought any to hope for the ſaving Benefit, 
but from the Inſtruments of his chooſing, and in the ſelect way 
of his own diſpenſing. No Perſonal Abilities, natural or ac- 
quir d, can entitle to Te Prieſthood, without a Regular Ordina- 
tion. Our bleſſed Saviour him ſelf, tho“ inveſted with Authority 
above all Men, to tal this Honour unto himſelf, having Gifts and 
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Graces wichour Meaſure, and Abilities without queſtion, yet.ab- 


ſtain'd from taking. the Miniſtry upon him, till he receiy'd his 
püblick Oxdination, and Commilſion Fron his Facher in Heaven, 


Aby an external Call and audiable Approbation of a Hoict from 
thence, and a, moſt remarkable viſible Deſcent of the Holy. Ghoſt. 
And ſince the Apoſtles, who received theirSacred Orders from our 
Lord, Ordained others to ſupply. the needs of Chriſt's Churchand 
and their own Mortality, and communicated Power to them to 
Ordain more for the ſame purpoſes; and have left in their (a+ 
cred Writings, Rules and Inſtitutions, Cautions and Directions 
in that Affair, as a .perpetual Standard for all ſucceeding Gene- 
rations of Chriſtians. to obſerve; the Divine Appointment of 
perſons to the Miniſtry, according to that Holy Authentick Mo- 


vive People the Aſſurance of Chriſt's. Bleſſing, as it is to give us 
the requiſite Commiſſion. For there lies a continual Prohibition, 
Flebr. 5. 4. againſt any Man's preſuming to take that Honour 
upon himſelf, but he that is Called or Appointed of. God, as 
was Aaron. And the Reaſon, and. Terror of the Moe ſtill holds 
good, Ezek, 13.2, 3. againſt the Prophets, wito propheſy, out of 
their own. Hearts, or, as the Margin of the Bible, aube are Pro- 
bets out, of their own Hearts, 1, e. Ordaining themſelves, and 
meddling of their own accord with things pertaining to God. 
We find in Jer. 23. 32. tis becauſe they are not ſent and au- 
Fhorized of God, they cauſed thoſe that follow'd them to err 


the People at all, as in the End of the Verſe. O Well wou'd 
t be for the Peace of this Church, and the Good of Souls, if all 
he Profeſſors of Chriſtianity in this Nation, would take this in- 
0 ſerious Deliberation; as many as give themſelves; up to the 


rom laying on of Hands, or any outward Call or Inyeſtiture to 
he lame, agrecable to the preſcribed Rules and Method of Holy 
dcripture. "For to arrogate the Character of an appointed Meſ- 
enger from an carthly Potentate, is both an high Affront offer d 
o him, and an Abuſe alſo upon the People: And what is it 
lor a Man to deal fo with God, and his People, bur a provoking 
mpudence, and a dangerous Deceit? If the Leſſer has an unde- 
able power of Chuling his own, Meſſengers; why not the 
teater? But if a Man's own Word was to be taken for an in- 


ts, there being nothing more eaſy to be ee to by Im- 
oltors and bold Undertakers; who know how eaſily they are 


lity, ſince Miracles are ceaſed) that their pretended Call be 
5 | | WR” : trye 


del, ſeems. now as neceſſary (whereſoever it is practicable) to 
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by their. Lyes and by their. Lightneſs ; and ſhou'd not profit 


uidance of thoſe, who can make no Progf of their Miniſtry, - 


vard Call, there would be a Door open to all ſorts of Counter, - 


admired and believed by the Vulgar. There is therefore a 3 
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tryed by competent Judges? and the authentic Officers, whom 
the Nr Sogn of the Apoſtles. have ſet over the Church in this 
Matter! 'Becauſe a Quack it ever more plauſible, than a Regu. 
lar Phyfitian, in the ths 575 the Muültitude. Many Word, 
and much Vehemence of Voice and Geſture paſſes with them for 
the moſt heayenly Truths, and for the r, and preciouſhe(; þ 
of Preaching.” The Apoſtle forewarns, how much goon Word; 
and fir Speeches of thoſe who make Diviſions, are calculated 
to ! 2 the' Hearts of the Simple, Rom. 16. 18. And che 
mote their weak Judgment is in hazard of being infected with 
the Words of Deluders, which eat as doth'a Canker,” 2 Tim. 2. 
17. And of being toſſed to and fro, and carried about with e. 
very Wind of Doctrine (Eph. 4. 14.) by the Slight of Men, and 
cunning Craftinefs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive ; their 
only'Wifdonr and Stability is, to Effeem and Obey thoſe who wr 
ut ſer over them in the Lord," in the Care of Souls, in the Mat. thy 
ters that belong thereto ; being regularly appointed by the Supe- to 
riors in the Church, who are wiſer than themſelves, to make co 
udgment of Mens Qualifications : And have received a Truſt Neff 
and Command from God, 2 Tim. 2. 2. to commit it to faithful me 
Men, who are able to teach others. There is as little fimili- Wan; 
tude of Reaſon, why every Perſon ſhould chooſe his own Mini- MSc! 
ſter, becauſe he does his Phyſitian or Lawyer, as there is be- Ming 
tween the Soul and the Body: But God has been pleaſed in ge- as 
neral Rules of Scripture, and the Courſe of his Providence, to cr 
make ſpecial Proviſion for the firſt, by way of orderly Settle- for 
ment; ald where that is pure and uncorrupted, all Chriſtians We; 
are oblig'd to Conformity y bur in the other, are left to their full MCu 


| Liberty, Without any intervening Directions. Whoever there- the 
fore deſpiſes the Method of God's Eſtabliſhing, eſpiſes not ¶ but 
Man, but God. And as Epiſcopal Ordination is admired, and Wan 
confeſſed by Foreign Proteſtants, to have the Advantage of th: old 
moſt Orderly and Npoſtolical Inſtitution; pretending to pry Pris 
their Deviation from it, only from the invincible Neceſſity 0 
theit Affairs; which excuſes every thing (which might othcr- To 
Mt wiſe be better) before God: As it is acknowledg'd at Home to wh 
de u, by thoſe Congregations who admit Teachers, and, 
i © heap them up to themſelves, without previous Ordination; and WW Of 
_own'd to be valid, even by the Defenders of Presbyterian Or- ces 
ders: If che only Doubt and Queſtion is, of thoſe Perſons, who WM Sal 
may have Epiſcopal Ordination, but refuſe it; who can pretend WM G 
no abſolute Neceſſity to excuſe their Nonconformiry, to a Me- Mit: 
| thod which has confeſſedly the Stamp of Divine Authority ; then on 
it follows from their own Conceſſion, and all Rules of Pru- ] 
dence, that the People ought to adhere to that ſide winch i the 
1 * cit 
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feſt, and but of all Doubt; in a Caſe of ſo great Conſetſuence, 
as. that of keeping, or breaking the Peace, Order, and Unity 
of the Church: And that they ought no rag; to follow thoſe 


who preach Chriſt out of Strife or Envy at the Eſtabliſh d Church, 


wichout having any Accuſation of Sin to lay to their Charge. A 


cauſelefs Separation from a tolerable Eſtabliſhment, muſt needs 

be very blame worthy: And all Separation is cauſeleſs, and muſt 
et be inſufficiently juſti ſied, without a pretended Neceſſity 3, and 

nothing can make the pretence of Neceſſity, but ſinful Forms of 


Communion. But ſince their Preachers and Writers have never 

Ibcen able to make Proof of that, and for that Reaſon have 

ceas d the Charge of Sin; they have at once given up the bay” 
7 


law ful Foundation, the only Grounds of Conſcience in the Worl 
. a Separation. For tho“ they ſhould 


whereon they can juſti 
write a Million of Boo 


neee 


lanſwer their own Excuſes, and yet 8780 from it, remain 


This is one Reaſon 4nducing your Love and Eſteem of our 
Office, viz. The Neceſſity of it; ariſing from the Circumſtan- 
ces and Unattention of the generality of Chriſtians to their own 
Salvation; and alſo from the poſitive Will and Injunctions of 


God, for che regular Call and Separation of proper Perſons to 


it: Which makes it Neceſſary, that none preſume to take it up- 

on them, without being duly Commiſhoned. He Pr 
2. There is another Reaſon, which ſecures it farther, viz. 

the Dignity; wherewith God has 98 
a | $04 «© EG 


1 tying bur Office, 


5 
% 


— | J | 155 : Ki | iq 
r 
n ſhould ſuſpect us of Partiality, in mari. 
hear what the Advocate of Truth, the 11% 
hoſt, fays „ him ye can't refuſe to liſten to without Sin; ner 


dan he Rae nx Ends to ſerva, but the Good of your Souls, and 


ttzhe better Edification of God's Heritage. He addreſſes himſelf 
to us in both the Teſtaments: of Holy Writ; but to Chriſtians 
more eſpecially in the Neu. Therein, we ate ſtyled Steward: 
of Go, af ib Mord, of the Myſterigs, of the maniſold Gr ace 


ws 


tc the Character of the ambitious Mau of Sin, and-his. Tribe; 
who mind their own exorbitant Intereſt, more than that of the 
Flock. They treat the Sheep, as if they were their proper own; 
we, as belonging to the great Shepherd aud Bi ſbop of Soul, 
ſubjected only to our Care and tender Watchfulnels ; and no o- 
therwiſe, than according to the Directions of the Supream Hef. 
Ser. We ate eren ready to reſign our gentle Rule to your own 

| Reaſons and Will, when they are but reſign d to God, and the 
whole Obedience of Faith: We intend not to put out the Eyes 
of this People, but to make em more ſeeing., All the Authori- 
tp we deſire, is for 9%hj,ůjCuEuiß catiun; to gain the more Weight 


more reverent Reception of the Defrgns of God to your Souls, 


inſiſt upon, as 2 Due 10 the faithful Diſpenſers of thoſe hol 
Things committed unto uu. 


of Go; ſubordinately under him, who is the Lord of all Ho- 


nour and Glory. The Office of à Steward, is a Care and Su- 

erumcndency. entruſted over, the: other Servants of God and 
Chrilt, of whoſe Houſhold ye all are, in the Affairs that relate 
ta the Kingzom of Heaven. And ye are required, 1 Cor. 4. 11, 
ſo to account of us. Not that we plead any undue Reſpect, cr 
Dominion over you: far be that Eride from us; which belong; 


to our Monitions, due Solemnity to our Sacred Offices, and 


Such holy and decent Regard our Maſter: has commanded us to 


We art deputed Meſſengers. from the Lord, as ſtanding 
Repreſentatives and Ambaſſadors from Chriſt, our King, in eve- 


xy Paniſh of Chriſtians: And the Word of Reconciliation is en- 


truſked with us in his: bodily Abſence, to move, Men: in hig ſteal, 


and for his ſake, to be reconciled. to God; to remind them of 


the Offers of Salvation, and direct em in the beſt Means, that 


they live no longer in Enmity with their own Happineſs, which he 
has purchaſed for them. Our Lord Chriſt himſelf has told you, 
He that beareſt this our Me ſſage, beareth bim; and he that 
deſpiſeib, deſpiſetb bath bim and bis Father. He eſteemeth 


| J 2 Bor. 51 20. Mal. 2. 7. i ES FR Ns 
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himſelf Honour'd:and Reſpected, when we are ſo in our Office; 
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and whatever Slight and Contempt is put upon us, he Will re” 
member and judge, as done unte his own. Perſon: He thai ge- 
ſpiſe cha deſpiſethi ot Man, but God. And to convince every 
one of xheir Capacity of thewing Tokens of Reſpect, he inſtan- 
ces the loweſt Services that of © Cup' af cal# Mater; 2 Kindneſs 
in every Body's Power; do extend towards the Occaſtons of his 
Sexryants, if they had aq. elſe; And to make them of a rea- 
dy Mind, be promiles, with an Aſleveration, chat they Ahe, 
iu no ui ſe looſe. their. Reward, - os RI rites © aid Woa dt 
Wbat more honourable: Calling can the Sons of Men be em- 
ployed in? To What noblet Work, or dignify'd Service can they 
be appointed to? Than to help forward that moſt noble, ant 
moſt glorious Undettaking of the Son of God, for the Salvati- 
on of Men. If he thought this very Work his greateſt Glory, 
when upon Earth; if the Angels above, who know ſomething 
hat true Greatnels is, deem it an Honaur, to be employed as 
Miniftring Spirits ſent forth hy God, to miniſter to them, u 
| ſhall be Heir of Salvation: Is it no Honour for us meaner Ser- 
vants, to be aſſumed to that glorious Care, and ſeparated" to ſo 
heavenly and holy a Function? To be called Fellow- Agents, and 
Coadjutors with God? Is there any thing in this Werld of 
higher Concerument, ot greater Worth, to engage the Faculties. 
of Man? The profeſt Employment fox making Souls happy. 
will be preferable in inrinlick Excellency, before thoſe , worldly: 
ones, which labour after the low Conveniencies of this Life, and 
which the other is debar'd from as 4 Diſparagement and Hig 
drance to it; as long as che Soul will be {o before the Body, or: 
the Poſſeſſion. of Heaven before chat of Earth. To brigbten 
the Mind from the Droſs and Ruſt of xkis World; tg exsrciſe 
it in the clear Diſcernment of Good aud Evil; to adorn it wick 
Heayculy Apparel, and all che Beafties of Holineſs.; and ta- 
raiſe it to tho beſt and nobleſt Objects, God, Heaven anch Ex: 
ternity, is the Aim and Exerciſe of our Vos and Employment, - 
both upon ourſelyes and others: And while we exert our ache 1 
Endeavours, and the Knowledge chat God has given. us, in ſa- 
auß Souls from Peſtruction; we ate minded at the lame. Time, 
and helped by the, ſame Means, and encouraged by the Encreale: | 
of Reward, to ſave Ourxſelves, as well as, thoſe WhO hear us. S0 
honourable, ſo ver) beneficial to quiſclves and others, 18 che Fun- 
ction of that Fxuſt depoſited with the Miniſters of Chriſt. The 
Civil Laws of Jaſtinian youches, 9 That the Kingdom, and 
* the Prieſthood, are che greateſt Gifts Divi. C 
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<« neſs has conferr'd upon Men. They both proceed from the 
fame Fountain of Honour, God; one for the Service ef the 
Kingdom of this Wotld; che other more immediately and di- 
y for that of Heaven. In antient Times; they were joyned 
in one Perſon, 'ns Melobiſedec, Gen. 14. 18. And both Hea- 
chen and Chriſtian Authors repreſent the Dignity of the Prieſt- 
hood, as only fir for the greateſt Perſons to exerciſe. And 
| when God was pleaſed to appropriate the Tribe of Levi to that 
Honour, for an entire Lineage of Prieſts and Levites, in com- 
mutation for the Firſt-Born of the Patiarchal Age; who-ever of 
that Tribe had Blemiſhes; were excluded the Honour of Officia- 
ting, Lev. 21. 17, &c. that nothing might leſſen Men's Eſteem. 
4 The greateſt of all Jeroboam's Wickedneſs, as alſo his Ruin, 
[ was his making Prieſts of 'the Loweſt of the People, 1 Kings 
But, if ſo much Honour is heaped on our Office by Appella- 
. ie in the New Teſtament, by expreſs Injunctions of Cod; 
if Natute herſelf has conſtantly dictated a ſuitable high Eſtima- 
tioncof thePerſons; who adminiſter in any Religion; how ſunk 
nin Senſe, and perverted in Reaſon and Conſideration are thoſe | 
Perſons, Who think meanly of us, eren for our Office ſake; 
and eaſt plentiful Slights and Reproaches upon that Character, 
5 which ſhould bring us in their Reſpects, and ſecure us at leaſt 
om Reviling, if for no other manly Reaſon, yet, becauſe we 
are forbid the retalliating Defence, of Reviling again? What 
muſt chey be guilty of, who take pleaſure to act the Reverſe of 
my Text; and in lieu of eeeming us very highly in Love, for 
te" Work's fake, think very low of us, for its fake 2 To ſay 
noching of the Relpect, which a liberal Education has a claim 
to; wWete we only authorized Preachers of neglected Morality, 
we delerve better Termen z becauſe they pretend to admin 
the Uſe and Neceſſity of that in the World. Was Chriſtianity, 
indeed nothing ele, in their low diſparaging Rate of it; and 
if they themſelves acknowledge it, in that Acceptation, to be 
the moſt exquiſite Syſtem, illuminated with better Reaſons and 
Refinements, than any that has appear'd in the World; they 
might be athamed to ſcruple the Regard that ought to be had 
to thoſe; ho make it their Buſineſs to promote that. And as 
long as they deny, and make a Jeſt of that Eſteem, they evi- 
dently deride and confute their own Pretences to Morality; and 
| ſhew too plainly, (whar there has been fo much Reaſon to ſuſ- 
peat from their Methods of Free-thinking, that) they are nei- 
ther for Morality, nor Chriſtianity. - Rut if the latter is the 
Religion they expect to be ſaved by, who- ever ſtrikes at the 
Ministers of it, to cut them away, had as good lay their Axe 4 the 
8 ta ws | een Noot 
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Boot of the Tree, and hew dowh God and 


ther. 


his Wotſhip tage- 
May they be ſo wile before tis too late, to ceaſe ſcorning at 
God, leſt he alſo have them in Derifion, and ſpoil their Teſt in 
weeping and wailing their Contumely for ever. Knaw they not 
that the Affront redounds unto him, and retoils upon their own 
Souls 2 That Heaven and they are ſlighted and inſulted” ih the 
fame Breath, and the ſame ſtroke of their Pen? For a Contemp 
of the true Religion, that muſt bring us thither, is not only i 
Cauſe, of the Contempt of its Miniſters, but the natural and cu- 
ſtomary Effect of it alſo. Who refuſes ſo much to admit of ou 
Miſſion and Commiſſion as they, Who think they Have 1 
need of Chriſt to ſave them? They may well deprive us of ha- 
ving any Divine Authority, when 24 deprive him of his Di- 
vinity. And whoever gives himſelf the Looſe of yilifying the 
Clergy in general, hangs out a Sign to all ſerious, People of 
great Profligateneds, or great Ignorance, For it is owing almoſt 
always at the Bottom, either ro wilful Ignorance, ox to the De- 
cay of due Reverence to Religion, and Obedience to: God. I 
we were of this World, the World would love its own: But be- 
cauſe we perſwade Men to mind more the Intereſts of a better; 
to forſake their Luſts, hurtful Intrigues and Pleaſures ; the un; 
juſt Policies of growing Rich ; Prejudices, Errors, faſhionable 
Opinions; therefore the Children of this World, who defire 
no other Portion than here, hate #s out of Intereſt and Spighe, 
for giving them interruption in the Way that is right in their 
own Eyes. Thoſe Perſons, who delight in their Endeavours to 
blaſt the Reverence due unto our Order, by the ridiculing Co- 
lours and Grimaces of Drollery, and ſo diverting themſelves and 
others in expoſing their Humane Paſſions, and ſcanning their 
Frailties at every turn, may pleaſe to pretend what they will, 
but they have no ſerious nor hearty Kindneſs for Cbriſt or his 
Religion; for they both ſuffer an abatement of Eſteem at the 
ſame time. Tis the great Bent of the Infernal Induſtry and Ar- 
tifice of the Devil, to render the Miniſters of God leſs effectual 
to beat down his own Kingdom in Sinners Hearts, by influen- 
cing them to withdraw their Eſteem of their Reformers, Con- 
ſequently, if you would be wiſe to counteract him for your 
own Salvation, you ſhould rather conceal, than expoſe their 
Faults; and if they are not notorious, be more ready to excuſe 
than believe. If Men do really value, and heartily love their . 
own Salvation, they neceflarily, for that Reaſon, prize the 
Means, and love the Inſtruments conducing to ir, And it ever 
will be a diſtinguiſhing Mark, as it ever was the Practice of ſe- 

_ rious People and fincere Worthippers of God, to love his _ | 
| ho _ 
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and. of e 11 . nd we never fail Ti et of having 
moſt i gal from the e who 12 any of having th 
them. It being o natural and PRs to thoſe. hg fear God, 
and r ard theilt own Soulz, to honout and value his Miniſters 
e the Comniapdment, endeayourin A. raiſe their 
Arts 10.2 ſuitable Eſteem of them, upon the Tcore of bei 
acred ce that they; may thereby receive. 47 — benefit from 
dei Exhortations ; ve gonhiderin ing, ee withour ſuch a com- 
9300 Tais d Opinion, th 97 can {or h Fnſay but 0 * | 
oO their Miniſt | 
* It hehe is any Valle is Knowled ge, auß Good in e 
what place in Love an id Eſteem do they delexye 


Non! 7 to, make People as 8 as themſelves, an | 


* 


ah 175 as, Heaven can make them ? Who are the Publick In WW" 
ww. BE, rs 7 Heaven for the Cengregation: ; Who are 'K eeperc- ref 
j 7 81 ge; Wat tebinen ; Shepher iT tender to feed and de- ye 
od; Guides ; Teachers in Seaſon aul out of Seaſon for tho in 
ads 2. Who Bleſs the People in God's Name? Who Promounce th 
an Beſeech, Pardon, af Sins, with Power and Commandinent, ne 
with an Authority more than common, a Miniſterial and E- | ot 
TFettive Authority, committed to none other? "Tis a great In- 
ſtance of God's Wiſdom and Goodneſs unto. Men, to conſtitute in 
; eachers, of like Paſſions and Fraikies With their Auditors; an 
2 Ot „ ; of the Power might {till be aſcribed; unto T 
Himlelf. 3 he ſo pleas'd, ſent Angels down from in 
ad: mn to altre Fe) remind 92 Peop « of rhe Way thither ; in 
| ou have this Advantag e in our eaching 25 Golpel, al 
je], FT 12 have El hy ; that we, who are taken from a- | b 
mong Men have . Senſe. of the Strength of Tempta- I 
tions, che Feeblen of Humane Nature, the Power where with C 
its in felt y Appetites 3 the Burthen, the Subtlety of Sin, e 
and the 4 985 ickleneſs of our own Hearts: From ſuch 11 
Experience ate we enabled to draw out ſuch feaſible Counſels e 
and Directions for your Safety, which Angels could never have a 
85 the need of, or give Example of the Performance. Con- ce 
ite therefore with, your ſelves, chat the Divine Treaſure, 61 

% the 95 37055 has allotted, is committed to us Earthen Veſſels, | 
7 Er cs, let me further bel peak your Candour, mult f 
In their own Nature {you know) io liable to Frailty. c 


Some Perſonal Defects there. will be in all Miniſters, more or 
; bes, becauſe they are ſtill but Men. And if you will not for- 
ff zo make Allowance for what can't be eaſily help'd ; I will 
far. from making oeh for any Immoralities, which they 

can and ought to help ope, we ſhall all be more and more 
mindful, ſo to tcy 9 — our own Character, as to do nothing 
wt | | unworthy, 
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nworthy; nothing debaſing of it; but rather ſhew forth the 
igt and Sanctity of our Calling before all Men, by that of =; - 
ves; That all Prerence of Diſeſteem may be wiſely . 772 
rom thoſe, who are watchful, and pleas'd to find an occaſion fr 
t. Should it ſo happen, that ſome Perſons of the Ordet are nor 
o careful as they ought, to purchaſe to themſelves a good Re- 
ort, a Diſtinction is to be made between The Man and his 
office; this is always Holy, and calls for due Regard. Out 
Character being indelible; and though our Powers are limita- 

ble by the State, as to the Exerciſe of them, yet they are irre- 
verſible, and can be forfeited to none, but that Or#er of Biſhops . 
which firſt gave the Inveſtiture. Th og OP BE e 


— 


** 


But, methinks, tis almoſt as unreaſonable and unfair a thing ph 
chat the Vices and blameable Converſation of ſome few, ſh&uld _ 
reflect upon our whole Order; as it would be fo, that all Law- 
yers, 'Phyſitians, Merchants and Tradeſmen, thould ſuffer an 
imputarion for the Faults and Tranſgreſſions of ſome few of 
chat Profeſſion. [Define Paucorum diffundere Crimen in Om- 
neg.] Is not one obliged to ſave their own Souls, as well as the 
other? But if the generality ought to give the Denomination, 
[1 hope we ſtill have, and ever ſhall keep, the Preheminence 
in Piety, Sanctity of Manners, and Heavenly Wiſdom, above 
any Rank of Men whatſoever. I hope, there is Reaſon in theſe 
Times, to break forth into Praiſes to God, for fo many ſhin- 
ing Examples diſperſed through the Land. Where it is want- . 
ing, it is, in Scripture, made a Subject of the People's Prayer; 
and conſequently where it is preſent, of their Thankſgiving ; 
| but their private Interceſſions for a Bleſſing on their Miniſter's 
{ Labours ate continually requiſite. Have not the Clergy of this 
Church had the Poſt of Honour, in ſtanding in the Gap a2 
gainſt Popery ? And is not their Care laudably neceſſary # 
Their Warchmanſhip beneficial to the whole? When employ- 
ed in Preaching up chearful Obedience to the Powers that are; 
and Rivhreouſh $ to all Men ; in guarding againſt and coun - 
termining the Encroachments of Popery, and the Errors of. | 
other Sefaries. „ „ 
In theſe latter Days of Strife and Diſtinction, the great Miſ- 
fortune has been, that the brighreſt Virtue, tho amiably adorn- 
ed with Humility and Mecknefs, Piety and Righteouſneſs, with 
Charity and all obliging Goodneſs; tho* raiſed above the Love 
| of worldly Lucre, to that of better Things; tho' accompliſh'd 
with patient enduring of Wrong, with undaunted Zeal to pro- 
mote the Glory of God, and the Happineſs of Fellow-Subjects, 
yer has nor been able to ſecure from the Reproaches; and evi! 
Surmiſes of partial Charity. Our Chief, and Leaders, Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, went through the Tribulation of undeſery'd | 
1 nd, = Calumny, 
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Calumny tho' they taught. Jaſtice, Piety; Temperanec, Good. 
will, and Love to all Men; and preach'd Obedience to the (. 
vil Power of all Countries, and intermeddled with the Change of 
none; Were no Buſy-bodies nor Directors in things out of their x47 
Province. What can our, Sermons do more? If they preach; 
"rhe ſame good Things by the Light of their Lives, as well as cf 
their Words, can we pretend to out- hine them in either? Nay, 
if the Fathers and Governoursof the Church, in our own Times, 
have not eſcaped this Treatment, how ſhould their Children be 
free? Notwithſtanding they are, many of them, Men of great. 
er Learning than ſome of thoſe, who bear the Name of Prim. 
tive Fathers, and little ſhort of them in Sanctity of Life. Men! 
«« who axe Patterns in all good Things; of the moſt valuable 
cc Kbilicics, and learned in all Kinds; beloved of all that know 
<< them, for their Candor and good Nature; famed for their 
< Prudence, and venerable for their Piety and Goodneſs; of ex. 
{© emplary Charity; aſſiduous Preachers; conſtant Frequenter; 
<< of the Common Prayers . --------- * If « the Biſhops, for 
<« theſe Twenty Years laſt paſt, have behaved themſelves with 
<< that good Temper, Moderation, and Paternal Gentleneſs, 
that they have gained more ground upon the Hearts of the 
te Diſſenters, than had been done for an Hundred Years before 
«by all their Predeceſſors; and yea they have not parted (that {ter 
6% I know of) with one Point of Dodrine, one Point of D/ 
de cipline, one Church or Cbappel, one Line of the Commun i 
2 Prayer, nox one external Ceremony, ---==- have as yet part- Wn” 
<«.ed with nothing; made no Advances, no Propoſals, no Con- 
& ceſſions: Have only purchaſed the Reconcillation, and Bene- 
<< yolence of rhoſe Peoplo who diſſent from our Charch, by a 
% Management that is truly Wiſe, and truly Chriſtian . If 
theſe truly Great Perſons have been Cenſured without Cauſe, 
and loaded with Suſpicions without Grounds; what can we 
look ſor, who are inferior in Rank, and in all theſe Virtues ? 
And here I can't but ſtop to Rejoice with you in the Lord, 
yea and again Rejoice, for ſo excellent a Biſhop, a few Days a- 
go ſet over us; who is ſo tamed for all theſe Excellencies, ſo 
juſtly eſteem'd by all good Men, who love our Conſtitutiun in 
Charch and State; whoſe Learning is unqueſtionable, and his 
Preaching has ever been admirable; whoſe Life unexceptiona- 
ble. What Thankſgivings do we owe unto God? How much 
ſuperlative Eſteem, and enlarg'd Meaſure of Love unto him, 
who in a Superior Order. js. ſet over you, and us, in ihe 
.. ß 1 . 
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May it be our Study, who arc of the Clergy, to Imitate his 

Example, and Obey his Directions: Ty be pure from the Rod 
f all Men, by a faithful Diſcharge of our Duty; to commend. 
urſelves and our Doctrine to the Conſciences.of all Men, of 
ll Parties; fhewing forth Gravity, Uncorruptneſs, Sincerity; . 
ndeayouring to make up the breach of Strife an Envying, by 
Atilling the Neceſſity of being quiet, minding our own Bu- 
nee, of Peaccableneſs and Love, of a hearty. Acquieſcence, 
nd conſcientious Obedience to our Governours in Church and 
tate; encouraging no other Contention, but who ſhall be moſt. 
bealous in theſe Things. May it ever be our Care, I ſay, thus 
oh] to deſerve your Love and Eſteem, whatcyer we receive; 
nd chat none of you be diſobedient to the Will of God, by 
vickh-holding it from us: But, as he commands you, Remem- 
er them who have the Rule over you, who have ſpoken un- 
9 you the Word of Life; whoſe Faith. follow, conſidering the 
pd of their Converſation, * Ty receive them in the Lord 


ith all Gladneſs, and bold ſuch in Reputation. T _ To ſub- 
it yourſelves unto ſuch as have addicted themſelves, to the 


Miniſtry of the Saints, and to every one that hetpeth with 


hem, and laboureth: 4 Fob they watch for ' yuur, Souls, 


js they” that muſt give an Account, that they may do it 


tb Joy, and not with Grief, for that is unprofitable. far 
% To count them, who Rule well, worthy of double Ho- 
ur, eſpecially they who labour in the Word and Do@rine. * + 
could produce abundance of other ſcriptural Injunctions, if 
eſe were not ſufficiently plain and cogent. You may elearly 
erceiye, this is no caſhat Advice given by the Holy Pen-men, 
ut inculcated as neceffary, as being in itſelf fo ſcryzceable to 
our own Spiritual Intereſts, as has appear'd before, 


And in remembrance of your Duty and Advantage, we would 
lo hope in juſt Conſequence, that you will give us no occaſion. 

d be ſenſible of the 7/7 Efefs of Diſreſpect, and want of Love; 
vr tis in vain for any to pretend Eſteem, whilſt they deſign- 
ily with-hold any of thoſe Things, which are due unto us: It 
uch a ſort of contradictory ReſpeR, as that Charity, which 
Dbraides and confures itſelf; as when a Man, who has it to 
pare, bids the Poor be cloathed, and exhorts them to have 
der Belly full, withour contributing a Penny towards it. Not 
lat our Maintenance is a matter of Charity, but a Premium 
Iribute, either voluntary or ſettled ; payable to the Lord Pa- 
mount of this World's Stewards, whom his Divine Provi- | 
ice. has ſettled over Souls, in his ſeveral Diſtricts, Pariſhes, 
Mannors. We have no need to derive the Arguments for 
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© our Subſftence, from Compaſhon, but from Juſtice 3, for the 


Supteam Proprietor, from whom all Men hold the Lee/e o 
What they enjoy, as the Condition of their Tenure, and his Fa. 


vour, has, reſerved ſuch a Portion and Acknowledgement, x 

ſhall be a Livelibood to his Spiritual Officers and Stewards, 
Which they may claim in his Name, as he has given abundan 
Authority, and Intimation of this his Will unte, all; Chriſtian 
People, Tho! the Fine is in ſome; Places voluntary, it is ſtil 
2 Fine, and a Dae: But for the moſt part, and fo the wiler 
ptoportioning' of it, it is become a Fine certain, ſettled, by th 
- Wiſdom" of the State, and the Law of the Land; that they 
might not live ſo precariouſly, and in ſuch Poverty, as to oc. 
caſion yout Contempt on the one hand; or in ſuch Plenty, x 
to move your Enyy, on the other. It is therefore a very 1guo- 
rant, or very malicious Contumely to ſay, That we Divine fu 
Money, as if the whole Order turn'd Divines for thè Sake 0 
that; for if we had Hopes only in that, we ſhould be of al 
Men moſt miſerable and fooliſh :. But it ſtands contradicted 

in that Place of Scripture; * if that is not our only or princi 
pal Buſineſs; if it appears, that we Preach not to pleaſe Men: 
Humours, but the Truths of God, as it is in Jeſus; if we uk 
no flattering deceivable Words, to make a Gain of you, it be. 
longs not unto us: To diminiſh from, and to diſcourage us, 
is a very unmcer; Reward for our Faithfulneſs, and 'folicitous 
Endeavours for your Good; much more for any Perſon to te. 
turn Evil for Good, becauſe it is in his power ſo to do: Tc 
make a ſcruple of ſuch Uſuage, or of denying or leſſening ot 
Right j other Perſons, but not unto us, is ſtill harder, 
On the other hand, to pour Good upon Evil, and overcome i 
thereby, one would think, was enough to melt ſuch. People in. 
to rhe contrary Uſage; nor ſo. much as to be thankful, nor 
- own themſelves oblig'd, when they can't diſown the receipt o 
Good, is ſtrange; to be willing, nay, to be forc'd to acknov: 
lege the one, and yet not make Acknowledgments of the other, 
© (where there is ſufficient Ability) is indeed ſtranger, I don! 
know of any, that have a Right to hear the Goſpel Gratis, but 
the Poor; and if they have no Right, then they muſt do Some. 
body Wro 8 'who lives upon the Goſpel. It looks like aflu 
ming a Right in the face of the Congregation, which does not 
belong to tkem, but. upon the Terms of other Hearers; but fot 
the poorer-and leſs able, to ſupport a publick Good for the Be. 
nefit of ſeveral who are richer and more able, is not for that 
Credit to continue in the Practice any longer. Tis always like 
to remain a Matter of Diſcouragement, to whomſoever labouts 
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among you in Word and Doctrine, 'till*PcopleSare unanimous 


to make it othexwiſe, by e vexry Man's ſhewing himſelf. ſenſible 


of that general Benefit, which, no one can deny; by laying a- 


ſide Prejudice, uncertain Humours, and ſudden ſtrange Pets at 


our found Reproof and impartial Doctrine, when they haxe no 


real, no ſufficient Occaſion given them for ſuch Alterations, nor 


hardly, Umbrage enough for a Miſtake; by remembring that 
Law of righteous Dealing, of Doing as they would: be, dane by 
themſelves, in caſe they were placed in the others Circumſtances 
and Employment. Whoever purpoſely. continues to do the con- 
trary of theſe, contributes what he can to make the Reputati- 
on of the Place ſufler, for being unpropitious to thoſe who: la- 


bos diligently: in the Lord among them; and that will be un- 


profitable to the whole, and to every private Perſon. But: this is 
not all: For to honour God with our Subſtance, is a Duty: as 
laſting as our Poſſeſſions; to be unwilling, or uncheerful, in 
partin with a Portion for his Service, is the ſame thing as to 


düiſtruſf his being either rich, or able enough, to make it ig 


again in his Bleſſing. To grudge that contributory Compenſa- 
tion for the Perſuaſions of Truth, and the Intereſt of their immo 
tal Souls, which they freely laviſh, and can eaſily ſpare fram 
Superfluities of ncedleſs, ox perhaps naughty Things, plainly 
thews that thoſe Perſons Affections are not right, or fo. intend 
as they thould be upon the better Part, People thank the 


surgeon, and reward him for putting them to Torment, in 


ſcarching a dangerous Wound, or cuting off a Member to ſtay 
and preſerve awhile. the fleeting Life of the Body; and is the 
Cure of the infinitely dear Soul of; no Account with chen? Are 
all other Labourers in Juice thought by them wortihʒ of thein 
Hire, but they alone who labour in ſpiritual Things? Len 
there is no Labour more hard, none more weariſome, than much 


Thinking and hard Study. Some of us have Ipent, or do ſpend, 
from one to five or fix Apprenticeſhips, even a long Life, in ſearch 


after Truth; collating from, and comparing it with, rhe Boo& 


that is written within us, and without; but eſpecially ſearching 


after the purifying. practical Powers thereof, that the Truth may: 
make both you and us free from Sin, that together we may re- 


ceiye the e ene thoſe who ar? ſanctiſſed: But we will 


hope, that as long as that glorious Inheritance keeps up its Va- 
lue, or good Wiſhes, in the Hearts of Chriſtian: People, our 


affectionate Entreaties and Advices. will be received and duly. 


encouraged by all conſiderate Perſons. Say wel theſe Things as 
Clergymen? Saith not the Law the ſame? The Law of Rea- 
ſon, of Moſes, and of Chriſt? But that I may not be further 
tedious, Hath not the Lord Chriſt, in his irreprehenſible Con- 


live 


(30 


live of 'the Goſpel? Let him that is taught in the Word, com- 
municate to him that teacheth in all good Things. © If the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt have ſown unto you ſpiritual Things,' is it a 
great Thing, if they ſhall reap your carnal Things, in propor- 
tion as God has bleſſed you? If St, Paul pleads the Equity of 
maintaining the Preachets af the Goſpel in his on Days, when 
the Apoſtles, and many others, recerv'd their Abilities not in the 
way of Education, but by the extraordinary Inſpiration of the 
y Spirit; aud baving freely received might afford more 

| freely to give: Let if it was then urged, that the Labourer 
was at that Time worthy of his Hire, &. if our Apoſtle main- 
tains his Claim of Right to it, at the ſame he remits it for Rea- 
fons peculiar to his Circumſtances ; if thoſe, I ſay, who could 
ſupport themſelves: by Miracles, choſe to claim their Support 
from that Right ; with how much greater Equity, and more urgent 
Need, are we inveſted with a Right of expecting Maintenance 
from your Carnal Things, who receive our Education for the 
Miniſtry, at great expence of Money and Time? Who goeth a 
Warfare at any time of his own Coſt? Ibo planteth a Vine- 
yard, and eateth not of the Fruit thereof? Or, who feedeth a 
Flock, and eateth not of the Milk of the Flock? Theſe Sen- 
rences are not only in the Neu Teſtament, but placed in the 
Common Prayer, before the Communion Office, rhat the People 
Altar, to be kind 


ight be reminded, before they partake of the 
juſt to thoſe who ſerve at the Altar, 


All other Employments are at Liberty to enrich themſelves 
by innumerable Ways of Traffick, &c.' we are willingly de- 
bar'd'of any, but Studying much, and Qualifying our {elves 
| ls, ſtriving to excel, to 
the edifying of many. We are willingly,” I fay, debar'd from 
any, but the Recommendation and Favour of thoſe who are 
Friends to the Clergy, and to our Perſons ; if they fail us 
when we are faithful in a little, we can hope for no more. 
Ought it in any Reaſon, to be called a Covetous Temper in us 
particularly, if we are only careful to gather in whar 1s allotted 

to our Maintenance? Tis not reckon'd fo in others, when they 
look after the Cuſtomary Fees, or ſtated Perquiſites, belonging 
to their Office or Service. Yet we can no more have the Conve- 
niences of Life, than they can, without our reſpective Dues : 
We have beſides, the Furniture of many more Books to provide. 
Hoſpitality is alſo recommended to us in Scripture; but it can't 
be done without Means: So is Charity, but it muſt be very 
ſmall, if we have but very little ro ſpare. The Law of the 
Land has fo fix d and aſcertain'd the Right of Tyrhes, and other 
Dues, or an Equivalent for them, that Men can't be ignorant 


more and more for the Service of Souls, 


of their Liableneſs to be forc d to pay them. And what i 


magi- 
nable 
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nable Grounds have they to grudge ſuch Payments, ſince they 


can have no better Right to the Nine Parts, than the other has 
to the Tenth ? The ſame Law which preferves the Right to whar . 


_ thay» poſſeſs, as — — the Rights of the other: 


Whatſoever Right they have to the Nine Parts, either by Fee- 
Simple; Leaſe or Copy, "they certainly have none at all in the 
Tenth, (unleſs an Impropriation) and tis no more theirs, than 
the other Nine Parts are the Clergy's. It being a moſt ancient 
reſerved Rent-Charge upon -every private Eſtate ; no Man can 
Buy, or Sell, or have by Inheritance, more than Nine Parts. 
And. it is good for Men not to be ignorant of this one thing al- 
ſo, Thatthe Laws of God, beſides the general Precepts and Ob- 
ligations of doing that which is Lawful and Right unto all 
Men, has made this a Matter of greater Sacredneſs, ſtricter 
Conſcience, and much higher Obligation upon the Sons of Men; 
having ſo far concern'd himſelf in the Propriety of thoſe Rights 
and Devotions of the People, as to account a Fraud or Robbe- 
ry committed in them, as it was done unto himſelf, that ſo 
the very Thought of Unwillingneſs, or Intention of uſing an) 

Fraud, in concealing, diminithing, or encroaching upon hls 
Rights, might be prevented from ariſing into the Act of ſo con- 
ſuming a Sin: For the Threats of his Curſe upon the Means and 
Poſſellions of thoſe who are guilty of it, is generally obſery'd, 


ſooner or later, to blaſt and canker their other Enjoy ments. 


As on the other Hand, the Liberality of Men's Juſtice in this 
kind, recommends them particularly to his Faveur; and he ge- 
nerally waters ſuch Vertues with the Dew of his Bleſſing. If 
Stealing never makes Men rich, defrauding God, and pinching 
always on the Parſon's Side, is a much more unlikely Way ei- 
ther to get Riches, or the Enjoyment of them. But there is, 
moreover, in, ſome Places and Paxithes, a Debt of Reaſon, as 
well as of Law, and that is as much due as this, tho' People 
can't be compell'd to pay it in this World; 2 God expects it, 
and he loves a chearful Giver, and the Apoſtle accounts it an 
Odour of a ſweet Smell, a Sacrifice acceptable, aud well plea- 
feng unto him, Phil. 4. 18. Aud God elſewhere ſhews a great 
Solicitude in this our Affair, which he can't but be ſuppoſed 
ſtill to continue, as long as the Reaſon is ſtill the ſame : Tate 
beed to thy ſelf, that thou forſake not the Levite as long as thou 
liveſt upon the Eartb *: But remember, To give the Portion 
of the Prieſts and tbe Levites, that they may be encourag'd in 
i. Laa of the Ln Faw $6 0 hn bio ono 61d es e 
2. There is another Effect of Love and Eſeem which we 
ſhould take very kindly; it is this, That if People want Lei- 
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fare, or won't he at the Trouble to conſult the beſt Books; or find 
it not ſo particularly applicable to reſt in dea Advice, wheneyer 
their. Soul heſitates in any thing which is Matter of Sin or Duty, 
or. of beneficial Knowledge pertinent to Lite and Godlineſs, to 
Adee with us, and try whether we rcan't give them Light and 
Eaſe. Why thould they not make uſe of the Benefit of thoſe 
Guides, whom. God has ſent, and Literature has qualify'd, for 
the Spiritual Occaſions of. the Genexality? Would they pleaſe to 
| be free in asking of them, the beſt Ways for. maſtering thoſe 
Temptations, which have the greateſt difficulty. from the Stati- 


on of Life they are plec'd. in, the Conſtinition they are born 


wich, or the long Cuſtoms they have been us deto; of. ſerving 
Cod ãn their Families or Cloſets ; of eaſing the Burthen of any 


particular Affliction 3 or propound any other Spiritual Caſe; 


they might enjoy from ſuch Converſations the Advantage of ha- 
0 Remedy apply d, as well as the Knowledge of it; and 
ſo be more exactly edifyd and improv'd than by Publick 
Sermons - Fit unn © 4 Wpit:4 eh 

3. In time of Sickneſs we would be thought of Uſe and Be- 
nefitz and for that end, would the more willingly preſerve your 
good. Eſteem. to the laſt. For at that time of Need, GHν 
Counſel and Advice is requiſite to moſt. Chriſtians. The ap- 


. then moſt tender, humble, and ſuſceptible of 
r 


beſt things... The pious Liyers might have the Gloomineſs 
of approaching Death exhilerated by a remembrance of the Joys 
and Aſſurances of a bhleſſed Immortality about to receive them; 
and the inexpreſſible Satisfactions of Conſcience, declared to be 
felt (when x ew are felt, for by Accident or Miſtake, it ſome- 
rimes happens other wiſe to the Good) at the near Entrance on 
the Heavenly Reward, at the laſt cloſing Scene of Action; and 
the End of thoſe Ways of Innocence which brings Peace at the 


8 laſt, begets in the Standers-by, Anguith of better Reſolutions in 
thoſe that axe bad, ox greater Strength of Perleverance in them 


that are good. The Preſumptuous (who are Twenty to One) 
who. think better than their Cate. deſerves, might be humbled 
alſo1nto-a low Opinion, and brought down to the true Stan- 
_ © dard of the Difficulties of Salvation: And they, who through 
Tenderneſs, Deſpair, be refreſned with the Eaſineſs and Mercics 
of it. From: the Wickedeſt of all, if they pleaſe to ſend: tor 
us, we might exact Promiſes of better Obedience and a new 
Couxſe of Life, in caſe. they recover ; Which, if they do, may 
chance to have more hold and laſting Inffuence on them, than 
all tlie good Admonitions they heard in their Health. We arc 
enongh diſpos d to come, of our own Accord, to do ſuch Cha- 
kity te Souls: But if yeu pleaſe to acquaint your ſelves from 


James 5. 14. tis your Duty to feng for us; and our Church be- 


p | gins 


W 
gins the Office for the Sick with that All vice, of got iſying it to 
us that we may come into their Honſe; for from ſuch ſending 
we judge our ſelves more welcome, and you more diſpoſed to 
receive the Benefit we with; and would fais accomplith upon 
you. Be advis'd only, that tlie propereſt time of ſending, is, 
when Sickneſß firſt ſeizes, before Weakneſs wears away all 
Strength, ot the Diſtemper make Diſorder in the Underſtanding 


3 Faculties: Ne'er fear, 'thar our Prayers haſtens any one's Dy- 
ing, as if there was no more hopes for this Wotld, when it 
comes to that; but be affured, that our Viſitation will make you 
; fitter cither for Death or Life. But if defer'd to the laſt Ago- 
ties (as-is che general Neglect) People are utterly miſtaken in 
- [Wi their Opinion and good Wiſhes, as if we — help them to 
4 Heaven, and wafe their expiring Souls to thoſe glorious Regi- 
k ons, with the Breath of a Recommendatory Prayer: Miſera- 
ble indeed are thoſe vain Hopes, which are juſt about to b 
„„ oonfuted with Perdition ! I am ready to ttemble at the Igno- 
it {Wrance which I have reaſon to apprehend in fome, who feem- 
9 ingly depend, as it were, on this Refuge for Salvation: If we 
p- come to ſuch Perſons at the laſt Article, tis meerly becaufe 
ok oe would refuſe them nothing, which they fancy will de them 
s good, at ſuch a time of Danger and Conſternation- But we 
ys ecclate it to all the Living, to be a fuinous Error; and by 
13 


that ye may perceive what our real Judgment and Vexation = 
be is, and when you ought to fend for s- 
c- W 4 I will conclude with mentioning one Inſtance more of 
on chat Eſteem and Reſpect, which we are very deſirous of; and 


nd hat is, to come regularly to your Pariſh Church. To for- 
the late the Aſſenbling of our ſelves together there, Eithet | by 
in bſenting necdlefly from Divine Service, or running after ano- 
em her Miniſter at ſuch times, whom the People have in greater 
nc) dmiration, is indeed a Fault. This latter betrays a Lightneſs of 
led ind, and an Iich got into the Ear, which the Scripture re- 


an- roves, and would have cut'd, becauſe it is an Offence to 
ugh be good Order which God requires and takes delight in; 
cics PPeing, in truth, a diſlike of that Proviſion which bis Provi- 
tor Pence has made for People's Souls, and an impious Preſump- 
new on, as if they could provide better for them. As 1 ſaid be- 
may Pore, the Miniſter and Paſtor for chat purpoſe is choſen, or 
than Wpproved of to your Hands by* the Biſhop, who is che beſt 

c ale Wroper Judge of Qualifications, and to him you owe quiet 
— ubmiſſion. If, notwithſtanding alf Precautions in his power, 
rom 


perſdn of blameable Converſations becomes Incumbent; and 
h be- hen any ſuch Misfortune happens to a Pariſh, (yours at 
eſent, I believe you'll ſay your ſelves, is our of t wages ) 
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the XXVI." Artiele of Religion inſtructs us, that the Efficacy 
of the Word or Sacrament is not neceſſarily diminiſh'd by the 
per ſonal Wickedneſs of the Miniſter: It is an erroneous Opini- 
on of People, for wantof Conſideratian, to diſtinguiſſi the Perſon 
from his Office; for Divine Grace is always, ſufficient to heal that 


Which is Weak, and _ that which is Defective, if Men ill but 
: ſubmit: to eſtabliſh' d Rule 


s of Diſcipline and good Order. The 
permitting a Judas among the Twelve, may ſerve, to ſhew, that 
there will be ſome among the Clergy not ſo good asirhey ſhould 
be ; yet his Authority to preach was valid, being actually ſent 
for that purpoſe, Matt. 10. 1 10. Neither is he excepted, when 
Obhriſt ſaith, Ne tbat receiveth you, receiveth me. here is 
therefote no ſufficient Reaſon to forſake the Parith Church up- 
on tkat Account. But it is much worſe to ſtay at Home, and 
go to no Church; the Reading (it may be) a better Sermon 


in the Houſe, has not that hope of Profiting, or reaſon of a 


Bleſſing, as is to be * from that Ordinance of God's 
own appointing, which he requires all his Servants to attend. 
Andithey::thoult. attend conſtantly, becauſe, as we are oblig d 


to contfult the Spiritual Needs of every Chriſtian in their turns, 


tand vexy various they are] the ſtaying away one Sunday may 
occaſion the miſſing t e Conjunction of God's Grace upon that 
loly, Warning or Information, that particularly belongs to 
eir Caſe, and might have captivated to the Love of Chil, 


and made their Hearts glow within them, and reformed them 


to Salvation, which they may never after perhaps hear again. 
A:;Necefhty: will excuſe attendance on this Duty; but to abſent 


withoſtt one, is both to flight and diſappoint our Endeavouts, 


and God's regular Deſigns for your eternal Welfare. But whillt 
you aſſemble unanimouſly, and attend ſeriouſly, and amend 
your Lives, it chears our Studies, and animates our Labouts 


and induces that God, whom we pray to in Publick, and that 


Cphriſt, whom we pteach, and that Ho 7 Ghoſt, whole Aids 


/ 

we implore, to inſtill down the fructifying Benediction into 
our Hearts: And from aſſembling here to his Glory, reward us 
with an Entrance into the glorious Aſſembly above, where ve 
ſhall all be Prie/#s and Kings together, 0 
Nous my Brethren, I commend you in this Hope, unto God, 
and to the Word: of bis face Atbich is able to build you 
p, and give you any: ene ng all them that ait 
ſanTify'do | r 


Ty-the: Ona, Infinite\ H Beg; Creator, Redeemer, an 
uſpiner of Manina. 
. N ag 4, —— 
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hen and Holy Ghoſt, 1 
Obedience, Thankſgiving, 41 
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ITAESs. V. II 3. Concluſion. 
And be at Peace among yourſelves. | by 


W beſeech you, Brethren, to know them 


2 for they 


at Peace among Your- 


| in the Lord, and admoniſh 
en them very. a ts: 
Waork's ſake. And be 


p HE former Part of the Verſe has been con- 
dexed upon a late Occaſion, according to 
24 5 Þ i > * . * 
the very Truth, as it is in Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles; for whoſe ſake, I hope its Re- 
ception with all thoſe, who retain the true 
Chriſtian Diſpoſition for Learning; and 
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beartily preſent our Praiſes before the Throne of his heavenly 
Majeſty, to the infent, that ſo ſmall a Tribute for ſo great Mer- 
c might be as large and as worthy of the Divine Acceptance, 


* 


as a King and People, ſo favour'd by him, can render it. There 
is no Favour we all have more reaſon to be truly ſenſible of, as 
Subjects, than our preſent Felicity; the Propheſy (/. 60. 10, 
& c.) ſeeming to have fo , per Completiòn in this our Day, 
The Sons of Strangers ſhall build up thy Walls, and their King, 
ſhall miniſter unto thee; for in my Wreath I, ſmote thee, but in 
my Favour bave'I bad.mercy on thee. The Lord God ſmote us 
with the Death of our late Queen, of pious Memory ; but a (ut- 
ficient Remedy immediately tollow'd : His favouring Mercy re- 
5 . over his Anger, in bringing in a preſent ſovereign Cure, 
which ſhould take away all the Pain. The Joy of a new Hea- 
ven, and a new Earth, is ariſen. unto Great-Britain,” and all 
the People may congratulate themſelves, and their Poſterity, up- 
on the Scene of a Happineſs that promiſes the longeſt Continu- 
ance: Me are become an eternal Excellency, and the Jay of ma- 
1 Generations ;--- Our Officers Praiſe, and bur Exacters Righ- 
teouſneſs.; .- Our Walls Salvation, and our Gates Renown ;--- 
The Days of our Mourning are ending; — Our Sun, ſhall. no 
more go down, nor our Moon withdraw itſelf; the Works of. 
his Hands; the Branch of God's planting ſhall inherit the Land, 
that he may be glorified; he, the Lord, hath baſten'd it in bis 
ime. . 

Nothing ſeems to be wanting, but to loye the Author of out: 
Habpineſs and one another. The gracious God has not re- 
moved us to a Land flowing with Milk and Honey; but, which 
is the ſame thing, has ſecured to us the enjoyment of an exceed- 
ing good Land, furpaſſing all other Countries in the choiceſt en- 
joy ments of Government and A His more ineſtimable than 
the Treaſures of the Indies, and far more delectable than the 
Pleaſures of Egypt or of France. If we have, at laſt, Piſcre- 
tion enough to be ha 8 have only to know, and adore, 
the. great Goodneſs of God, by its preſence with us, a better 
Feen dul than of the want of it; which nothing wil 
10 foort haſten as inſenſibility, and unfair Returns or Diſcontent. 
The only harm we can now do ourſelves, is to live in ungrate- 
fu wickedneſs and Vatiance among one another; ſeeing he has 
done every thing to oblige us to be pleaſed and rejoyced in him, 
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and one another. Therefore, Men and Brethren, let us with one 
accotd commemorate his Mercies, and conſummate our own 
Happineſs, by being at mutual Peace and Harmony among out- 
ſelves; for which moſt deſirable End, allow me, at this Time, 
73 tecommend this Duty to u OV 
eee _ I. Front 


* 5 
d , 4 N 


; N — 
9 
[ 


Ps it 5} 
f n 7 nl 


r OR” 12 * r B 4150 54 | £5.34 Ia 
1. From the Neceſſity of its Practice. 


1 


II. The Miſchiéf and Unreaſonableneſs of the contrary, 3 
III. To lay down ſome Directions for the facilitating its 
V e 
I. Let us perſwade ourſelves of the Neceſſity, which urges us, 
by all means, to the performance of this Duty. There is both 
a chriſtian and political Importance, which binds us under the 
ſtrongeſt Obligations that can poſſibly. be laid upon us; either 
from the comprehenſive Hopes of all fore of Happineſs in this 
Life or the next, or as much as the Miſery of this World, and 

of that which is to come, can deter a Body from the contrary. 
1. The Chriſtian Importance of it is never to be forgot: by 
Chriſtians ; for tis both the firſt Lecture, aud the laſt Legacy 
7 wt Jeſus, the Prince of Peace, and our heavenly Tu- 
tor, has left unto us; and has made it a fundamental Condition 

of our ever gaining Reconcilement with the Father thro' himſelf; 
{9 indiſpenſible, 10 inviolable, that neither his nor his Father's 

Affections will condeſcend to be reconcil'd to us, till ours are 
to one another, The Foundation of Chriſtianity, and the very 
Poſſibility of its Practice, is laid in the Obſervance of this Duty; the 
fulfilling of it, nouriſhes and produces the Practice of moſt other 


Chriſtian Duties to God and Man: In this Temper can we only 


ſerve God without diſtraction, or to any good effect; or our 
Brother with pleaſure, The contrary ruffles and obſtructs all 
our Virtues; fr the Jars of Diſcord, which ariſe from earthly; 
Paſſions, and the: interfering Projects of this beloved World, 
bring a Storm upon the Mind, and drive away the Divine Af- 
fections, which are ſo ſtill and placid; the Love of our Neigh- 

bour, and the Thoughts of a better World, are eaſily apt to be 
beaten down and kept under, by the paſſionate Struggles and En- 
vyings of the Soul after this: So neceſſary is Serenity of Mind, 
and the living peaceable and quiet Lives, for the due Practice 
of all Goodlineſs and Honeſty. He that offendeth in this Point, 
is indeed effectually guilty of all, becauſe he can ſcarce keep a- 
ny Commandment, if e without the concurrence. of 
this Diſpoſition, It is very well ſaid by an ancient Writer, T 
{© The beginning of Life is Faith, the end of it is Charity; and. 
*© both ener being preſerved in Unity, do perfect the Man 


& of God, and all other Graces do follow them to the Perfecti- 


«© on of Goodneſs.” We may be certain there was a great and 
Juſt Occaſion, why ſo mighty a ſtreſs was laid by the Holy 
Ghoſt upon this Command. | 8 
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With what Empaſis of Deſire, and irreſiſtable Energy of Words, 
does he require and requeſt, If ir be poſſible,” and as much as 


lietb in you, to live peaceably with all Men? How do the A- 


1 


poftles beſcech Men, by all the Bowels of Cbriſt, by all his 


Conſolation of Loves to put in practice this neceſſary Duty? To 


forbear Strife, Variance and Railing, Bitterneſs and Wrath, 


Provocation and Enuy? As if their continuance among Chriſti- 


ans gave ſenſible pain and aking to his tender Divine Bowels, 


and was the utmoſt Cruelty we could return for his reconciling 


Love. How paſſionately do they win, how forcibly conquer us 


(whether we will or not) into an imitation of that endear'd Ex- 
| ample? Which, together with the Precepts enjoyning, kas ſuch 


a double Authority, to infuſe into our Minds and Carriage a 
ſimilitude of his; as in Meekneſs, Longſuffering, Forbearance, 
Forgiveneſs, moſt obliging Kindneſs to all, moſt inoffenſive 


Peaceablene ſs before all: How fervently do they pray, as well 


as write for it? With what concern do they reaſon and argue, 


and ſearch our for all ſorts of Arguments to enforce it? Ho ] 
often is the ſoſt pacifick Counſels inſtilled upon the 
ee e make an impreſſion even upon a Rock? They 


exceedi 


zin their Epiſtles wirh the Salutation of this very Thing; they 
reſume the important Advice in abundance of Places, and gene- 


rally conclude with it too; ſo chat dip where we will, we might 
be put in mind of this Eſſential of Religion, and have a moſt 
deep Senſe of the Value of it imprinted on us, as if it was im- 


le to give too much diligence to obſerve it, and that we 


muſt unavoidably ſhe y the laſt Perverſeneſs in being refractory 


to it. n 


| This therefore being ſo leading | a Dury of our hol y Relipion, 


and the Precepts concerning ir fo numerous, as to make a great 
Part of it, and of my Inſtructions, as a Meſſenger of Jeſus 


Chriſt our Tord, who is the Head, the Guardian and Com- 


mander of that Peace and Charity, which are to joyn us all to- 


gerher, and to himſelf it well becomes my preſent Endeavour 


at the ſame time it diſcharges me of a printed Promiſe) on this 


d ſeafonable Opportunity, accidentally fallen to my thare, to 


ſpeak forth the Things that make for Peace; to thew you the 


Oliver grancb that is brought from far; to mollify and ſweeten 
Mens Diſpoſitions towards. one another; to abate their Paſſions 
and ill Opinions; to ſoſten their Perverſeneſs, and ſmooth their 
rugged Humours, and allay the intemperate Heats and Heart- 
us. If we live in ſuch Times wherein Mens 


burnings amo 


Opinions and Affections have the leaſt reaſon to be divided, 
bur yet their Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions, upon account of ſuch 
Diſagreements, are raiſed to an immoderate and ſinful Degree; 
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if choſe, upforrunate Diviſions haye impair'd, and do legen and 


impair the-reciprocal Charity and Candor, rhe Loving-kindneſs 
and Good-will, which we are each and ſingular bound in among 
ourſelyes; what Miniſter. can be filent 2 Can be unconcern'd 


Lat theſe Things? Who would not betray his Truſt, of pro- 
moting the Spirit and Delign of the Goſpel, by confirming - 
peaceful Love and Amity where it is, and reſtoring it Where 
ic is any way broken or wanting? And if nothing would more 
contribute to cheerful Enjoy ment of one another, as Men made 
naturally Lovers of Society, as Subjects under the ſame common 
WW Bleſſing of our excellent King and Laws; if nothing is more to 
be labour'd and defir'd towards our general Strength and Happi- 
Ws nc(s, as a People and Nation, than the baniſhment of Whatever 
E occaſions needleſs Reflections, Uneaſineſs, and Diſſatis faction; 
but moſt eſpecially, if no one thing is more wAnding, to fulfil 
che Duty and Obligations of our Profeſſion, as Chriſtians, un- 
der the ſame reconciling Saviour, profeſſing the {elf-ſame Hopes 
and Fears of an happy or miſerable Eternity, than a reſtored 
Union of Affection and mutual Forbearance of one another in 
the Spirit of Love and Meekneſs; we are oblig'd upon all theſe 
Accounts, whether Men will hear, or whether they will for- 
bear, to inculcate the Doctrines of Peace and Charity upon Di- 
E viders and Diſobeyers of it; and to let them know, at their eter- 
nal Peril, that without following Peace with.all Men, as well 
| as Holineſs, 20 Man ſhall ſee the Lord; that it is the want 
of ſound Religion, and the Spirit of Chriſt and Chriſtianity, 
which is at the bottom of all our unxcaſonable and uncharita- 
ble Fends, | 


a. 


For here we may fix the Foot of a certain Judgment in this 


matter, That if we have not the Spirit of Chrift abiding in 
us, we gre none of his; and we, who have his Name called 


upon us, can ouly know that we have his Spirit by the l 


Fruits of it; which we are told, Ga“. 5. 22. are among others, 
Love, Joy aud Peace. If therefore the Influence of Party- Strife 


and Animoſity, is ſtronger in us than the Engagements of his 


Pacifick, Religion, we become a Party againſt Chriſt himſelf : 
| diſown'd moreover by him, as relating to another Head, and 


belonging to another Principle, even the Fleſh and the Devil, 
the yery Enemies which oppoſe themſelves maſt to God and his 
Chriſt, For ſo the Scripture Deſcription of the Works of the 
Fleſh, Gal. 5. 19, c. nameth Variance, Hatred, Strife, Se- 
ditions, Envyings, 1 Cor. 3. 3. Whereas there are among you. 
Enoying, and Strife, and Diviſion, are ye not Carnal, and 
wall as Meu ? Jam. 4. 1. From whence cometb Wars and 


the 


the other Ferment] come they nat hence, even ſrom your Luſls, 
which war in your Members? And what comes of living after 
the Fleſh and its wrathful Suggeſtions, but that we * yond die, 
and be deſtroyed (it may be in this World, but) moſt certain- 
ly in that which is to come? Nor can any thing be more con- 
trary to the Temper of the Lamb of God and his Goſpel ; or 
render us more unlike his real Diſciples, or the Children of the 
good Spirit of God, who is a Lover of Teace and Concord, 
Irder and Union; nothing. more like and akin to the Devi) 
that Wolf, foul Spirit, and Diſturber of all things, who ſpight- 
fully ſows the Tares of embroiling Diſſention, where-ever be 
can watch his opportunity. He is the Enemy that inſtigates 
the Fleſh ; that hath done this, and will do it more abundantly, 
if we don't hearken to the Perſwaſions of the Spirit of Chriſi, 
who came to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, is Calm and ge- 
nign, Gentle, and Univerſally-loving, eaſy to be Entreated, in- 
fuſing Reconcilement and Charity, Joy and Quiet, into every 
obedient Breaſt. In the Life of Socrates, tis reported to have 
been an eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom all over Greece, to make the re. 
ſpective Citizens ſwear, that they would Live in Unity with 
one another. Have not we, Fellow-Chriſtians, bound our Soul; 
in the more Sacred Vow of Baptiſm, To renounce the Works «f 
the Devil and the Fleſh; to keep all the Commandments of 
God : And ſhall we forget the principal One, and fin ſo hei- 
nouſly, and forſwear our {elves fo grievouſly ? Is the intimate 
Memberſhip whereunto we are united, by that Rite, fo cloſel) 
to another, and to our Head Chriſt, quite out of Mind? Did 
you ever ſce the Hand of one and. the ſame Body pick a Quar- 
rel with the Eye, or the Foot with the Ear? Do they cer 
Scratch, Fight and Tear one another to pieces? Juſt ſo unna- 
tural is it, and (of all Sights) the cruelleſt and ſtrangeſt, for 
us Chriſtians, who are embody'd in the ſame Church, to fall 
out for nothing, and to be hurting and provoking one the other 
for no reaſon: To fee the, Chriſtian Sympathy and Vital Aﬀedti- 
on ſpilt and bleeding on all ſides! And Chriſtianity expiring 
in the Quarrel, our Head Crucity'd, and Chriſt rejected from 
Rule over us ! . 11 85 F 5 
This Scriptural Inſtance unites my next Head of Diſcourſe to 
your Attention, which was, e 
II. To conſider the Miſchief and Unreaſonableneſs of not be- 
ing at Peace among ourſelyes ; which will at the ſame time ma- 
melt the Political Importance of obſerving carefully this Duty 


of Peace. EF ER | 
For Members of the ſame Body not to be mutually tendc! 

and loving, and cheriſhing one another ; not to live in perlett 
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Harmony together, is very unnatural. But tis alſo very miſe. 
chievous, As Members of Civil State and Society, we are con- 


joyn'd together in one common Operation and Endeavour for 


the Publick Good and Tranquility”: And are lately, beſides, 


| marry'd together under a new Head and Governor, in the Banns 


of cloſer Union and Unanimity, than ever. And God, who 
allows of a Divorce, in ſome Caſes, has ratify'd it from Hœa- 
yen with univerſal Joy. We this Day praiſe his Holy Name for” 
our common Happineſs, for his great Goodneſs, in not putting 

ork at the Revolution he ſtretched out to us) 
into bis Boſom, *cillhhe perfected this great Work which is come 


to pafs. Having therefore finiſh'd ſo mighty things for us, 
| whereof we rejoyce, and our Times are thereby ſettled, and aſ- 


ſured, The Lord himſelf,who hath wrought all our Works in'us, 


| bath ordained Peace for us: He keepeth the ſimple Folk by their 


Right, and dictates to us, not only from his Laws, but from 
the deareſt Favour of his ſignal Providence; yea, the thing it 


| (elf ſpeaks, that we ſhould be all united and conſolidated in one 
bublick Spirit of Loyalty and Joy. He hath done every thing to 
take away the very Grounds of Inteſtine Diviſion, Diſcontent, 


Anger, Tumult, Evil-ſpeaking, Envying, Strife; but if they 
ſtill remain, thro' our prodigious Folly, there will ſo long be 
os and every evil Work. After all that the gracious 


| Lord hath done, that can be done, for preventing theſe Misfor- 


tunes, what remaineth, but that we be willing to prevent them 
on our part, by gladly and unanimouſly refigning up our Dif- 


| ferences, and cloſing in with fuch an healing Providence, as a 


People ſenſibly weary'd and harraſs'd with the Evils of ſenſeleſs 


| Fends and 1 7 5 Animoſities. 


The Miſchief whereof is to be deplor'd, in the abſence of 
thoſe Advantages and Delights, proceeding from Harmony and 


Unanimity, which give ſuch Pleaſure and Enjoy ment in Society, 


and promotes Benevolence and friendly Aſſiſtance of every good 
Office among Brethren and Neighbours; Humanity irlelf mo- 
ving thereto, and the Chriſtian Religion ſo authoratively and 
indiſpenſibly enjoyning them. For, as long as our Minds are 
ſo heated with Party-Agitations, they are not ſedate and conſi- 
derate enough to And the Impreſſions of Religion; but the 
Piety we owe to our God, and the Obedience to our King, and 


| the Safety and Happineſs to our Country and our private Selves, 
| are all thaken ar once, by thoſe vexatious Irritations which di- 


miniſh the Tranquility we are bound to promote in Church and 


| State. We have the moſt to looſe of any People in the World 


by Diſcord, even the beſt Conſtitution in bot theſe reſpects, 
Which is extant qn the Earth. Were the Wounds of Divifion 
„ et ob Ro IPO RE | {0 
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ſo cured, ag we were once knit together as one Man, it would 
be the ſoreſt Fright and deepeſt Wound that ever our Enemic; 
felt; would give ſuch Strength and Formidablenefs, . as even to 
throw Deſpalr into any Attempts againſt fo renowned a Nation. 
But Fleets and Armies will not be able to make a Valiant Pco- 


| ple ſafe, whilſt diſtruſtful Jealouſy, and conſumptive Diſcord, 


enfeebles them within, diſarms heir Hearts, diſtracts their Coun- 
cils, and provokes God againſt, us. Party-Rage is very jullly 
obſer vid to be in the Body, Politicł, as ill Humours and Diſcaſcs 
in its Blood q which muſt neceſlarily be purged out, before the 


ſoundneſs of Health and firmneſs of Strength can zeturn; but 


there is little Hopes of the Fever abating, as long as the Pu!/: 
„ rs Nec GT Tine Wet 
Beſides, thoſe mutual ſore Injuries upon our Reputation, which 


* 
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cover d over by that Which is no Vertue ; if Hot, and Heady, 


and Blind to all the Faults and Errors of thoſe on his own fide, 
but inflexible againſt any Repreſentations of the generous good 


Deſigns of the other Side, which he has taken againſt ; if Ob. 
ſtinate and Active to oppoſe, and run down, and do deſpighi 
to them right or wrong, he is Careſs'd and Applauded, and 


| ſure as can be to have the Word Honeſty inſcrib'd upon his 
Character, tho' he is never ſo Profi 


rer gate and Unjuſt, both to 
God and his. Neighbour, The greateff ne are wink'd at, 
and paſs d over on one fide, whilſt common Mercy is refus d to 
the Miſtakes of the oppoſite; the higheſt Merit is taken dow 
and difallow'd; the brighteſt Fame blotted and Nurr'd, and 
all the Graces of the Goſpel can't ſecure a general good Wort : 
Truth and Merit are confounded and diſregarded :, The Laws 


to 
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ould Ml co ſuffer Viqlence : Rantbut; spleen and Prejudice, by this 
mics means, keep poſſeſſion of, the Minds of” the generality; the Lea-* 
n to ven ok Party working them into Sowerneſs, Diſa ectioh, and, « 
tion. ill Offices one towards another, in ſuch a degree, as is repug=. 


peo. nant with Reaſon of Religion. Whilſt wile Men, and ſerious 
-ord, Chriſtiaus, ſecretly bemoan the Peryerſeneſs of this Spirit ok. 
oun- Strife, which has mingled itſelf in the midſt of us, and remain- 
ultly ed too long already Iike a Fate upon us: But the Providence of 
calc; God has conſpicuouſly declared for irs exiifpation at this gracious 
the Juucture, having threwh down an Cline Branch from Heaven 
but in the midſt of the Contenders, and commiſſion d it to ary, 42 
Pulle loud to all Lovers of Peace, who would fain ſee god bnd 1 
and taſte the joy ful thing, of Brethren dwelling together in Uni- 


* 


hich ty ;. to lay hold of this opportunity to compote their Hearts ts, 


» ” 


perty Peace , rectify Miſtakes, Prepoſſeſſions and evil Surmiſes, to 
es {0 ſupprels the Diſpoſition that begets Yariance and Turhulency 


x this and Exaſperation; and with one accord, to recal themſelves, 

Our and all about them, to Reaſon and Chriſtianity, which. they | 
Im- haye ſo ſhamefully tray d from: Every one will have the Com- | 
urn'd fort, which none can take from them, of uſing his beſt Endea- 3 


1 one il vours, however they ſucceed. If our Underſtandings are per- 
he o- verted and adulterated through Party-Bigottry, as well as our 


but Chriſtian Duty, who can ſufficiently lament the Misfortune and, 1 
all be Iniquity we have lain under? _ „ 4 
and Ibis brings me to ſpeak in the next particular, of the great 
er, in Unreaſenableneſs of theſe Feuds. 3 | F 


es the And why ſhould we be any longer deluded, and toſſed about, 
er ſon, with giddy Differences of dividing Words, which have Paſſion 


to be and baſe Deſign enough in them, bur no Senſe nor Reaſon in f 
deri che Diſtinction? 5 3 „ 
cady, | d. Longa eſt Injuria, longe | Fo ries y 
x fide, Ambages, ſed ſumma ſequar faſtigia rerum. my J 
good Tis juſt, as if Men ſhould call Truth, . black and ubite; and { 
F Ob- take it in their Heads to quarrel about that. For the Truth of | 


(pight our Conſtitution in Church and State, which we all pretend ro 
, and admire ſo juſtly, is calſy to be diſtinctly learn'd from che Laws 
n bis and Inſtitutions of each, Whatever began the unhappy Diffe- 
„ch to rence, it has certainly grown up to this pals, and continues what 
d at, u 15, under the Miſt of Prejudices and Miſtakes. The Conten- 
sd ro WM tion would drop of itſelf, if thoſe deceitful ambiguous Words . 
down W {meerly deviſed to Keep People unquict and diſunited in the 4 
„ and Land) were removed Rom Diſcourſe; and Men would ſuffer 

Ford: their Miſtakes and Miſunderſtandings to be cleared up, and 
Laws thoſe Paſſions which inflame the Quarrel to be ſubdu'd. Pauci 


d, 3 es ipſas fequuntur, Plures noming rerum, Plurimi Magiſtro- | 
0 5 rm j | 
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rum; the greateſt number implicitly follow Party-Leaders, very 
many Words and Nick-Names, few the Truth of Things. 
| _ For what can be a fouler Miſtake and Injuſtice, ak Br each 

fide to accuſe the o polite with harbouring Principles and De- 

ſigns, which, in their Conſequence, are the Subverſion of Church 
and State? What harder Cenſute can well be caſt upon the 
Members of the one, ox the Subjects of the other? How thall 
1 anſwer at the Day of Judgment, for theſe black and un- 
chtiſtian Revilings, if, for the moſt part, (as undoubtedly they 
are) falſe and groundleſs? Good God! What unaccountable 
Raſhneſs is it, to charge the generality of each Denomination 
with the Opinions and Extreams of a few, which their intem- 
perate Zeal, and want of Knowledge, may have carry'd them 
to? The 3oth of January and Reſtoration, have given very juſt 
Occaſion for ſo many to aſſert the Rights of the Crown ; the 
Revolution, that of the Liberties of the Subject. The People 


have ſeen, and confeſs the Sin and Error of Extreams in one 


Monument; the Prince in the other. And now there is leſs 
Danger than ever, of encroaching on one another; but more Se- 
curiry, that this fingul: r excellent Monarchy, the. laſt of its kind 
left, may endure as long as any Kingdom of this Earth. As 
long as one guards one Extream, the other the other Extream, 
chey both agree to take care of the Middle, which is our com- 
mon Happineſs, and the very Vertue of our Conftitution, 
and therefore have no Cauſe to differ. But to be always ſup- 
poling ſuch and ſuch Principles to be entertained by the other 

de, and from them draw Concluſions, as from certain Pre- 


* 


miſes, is a continual provoking and miſtaking one another; 
for if theſe Principles and Tenets are always deny'd, (as we find 
they are, at leaſt in ſuch a Senſe) muſt not the Concluſion be 
always falſe, and we ſtill wretchedly deceiv'd in one another ? 
What if the far greater Numbers of both mean, wiſh, and 
deſign the ſame Ae viz. the Preſervation. of our Religion 
and Government, as Eſtablih's; the ſame Happineſs, Welfare 
and Flouriſhing of them; the ſame continuance thereof in the 
fame Line, now advanc'd to the Throne; what inconſolable 


Pity is it, that honeſt, loyal People ſhould be ſo divided, and 


abuſed into an ill Opinion of one another; and daſh'd againſt 
one another in the Dark, and hurry'd into ſo bitter Zeal ard 
unreaſonable Partiality, by Verrue of Nonſenſical Phraſes and 
Diſtinctions? Shall thoſe odious Names be any more handed 
abour, as Fire-brands to inflame, alienating Strite between Bre- 
thren and Friends, between well meaning Subjects? If they 
were invented by the cunning Emiſſaries of Rome, (thoſe Harch- 
ers of all Miſchieſ) let us not be fo ignorant, to apply them 


any 
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any more to out hurt; but be ſo reaſonable and kind to our 
ſelves, as to bury them in perpetual Oblivion; that we may at 
length enjoy the experimental Senſe. of the only wanted Bleſſing, 
of Brethren. dwelling together in Unity, 3 ; 
Pazticularly, let us be fo grateful, as to hearken to Counſels 
of Peace and Truth in this our Day of God's great Favour, 
which has revealed abundance of them to us. He has ſatisfied 
us with bis Mercy, if we know when to be fatisfy'd ; and ef- 
fectually reconcil'd us, if ever we intend to be reconcil'd. And 
now the fear of all Storm is over, what ſhould ſucceed but uni- 
verſal Serenity, Benignity and Harmony, as a Tribute to him, 
and a Pleaſure to our ſelves? To keep up Variance and Jealouſy 
among ourſelves at this Time of Day, is the worſt Folly we 
can think of, to hinder the enjoyment of that Felicity and Hearts 
Deſire, which we are in ſecurity of. God in his Holy Word 
has given us an admirable Rule to put a ſtop to Diſagreement, 
and an happy Specimen of it, by his bleſſed Providence. Where- 
unto we have already attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, 
let us mind the ſame thing, Phil. 3. 16. ------ Have we not all 
attained the Succeſſion of the Houſe of Hanover ? Did we all 
fincerely with for it? Then let as many of us, as did fo, pur- 
ſue our own Deſires, and manifeſt the undoubted Certainty of 
our Zeal for that Succeſſion, by the Joy of our acquieſcence in 
the glorious Poſſeſſor ; by hearty Praiſes to our God; by the 
Zeal and Forwardneſs of our Submiſſion to him ; by chearful 
Spirits; by a free and thankful Obedience both to God and the 
King 3 which are all the certain and almoſt inſeparable Conſe- 
quences of the other. Behold a ſtrange ug ! We are all met 
together in the Meaſures of our Duty. For let all thoſe, who 
uſed to arrogate to themſelves the Merit of extraordinary Loy- 
alty above their Neighbours, (how juſtly I won't ſay) let them, 
if they are true Men, keep to that Footſtep, and the other fide 
is up with them; and fear not being out-ſtrip'd, becauſe they 
were never ſhort of them. Let them thake Hands together, that 
this, and no other, ſhall be the Vie between them; and I can't 
ſee what End or Principle they have to differ upon. Is it Places 
they diſagree about? But remember, Place is no Principle; if 
it is, tis a private one; and ſo baſc, that no Body yet would e- 
ver own it. Well then ---- Underſtand we this ſame Loyalty 
(if you pleaſe) of the profoundeſt Homage and Veneration for 
the Prerogative, (tho' the Word is of French Derivation, and 
implies an Obedience according to Law) all Parties are agreed. 
To chuſe its own Miniſters and Counſellors at pleaſure. ---»- A- 
greed again. ---- I with all were but as well pleas'd. 


And 
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And is that herein We are ſo Well agreed, the Souree of. Diſ- 
content and Envyings? ds not the Preregati ue ſtill, the ſame 
Is, Loyalty upon Hsinciple about to betray no better Principle 
than Intereſt * Muſt neither Church nor State be upon a right 
Zoundaniep; till thoſe Ferſons are in the Adminiſtration, from 
whom mediately, or immediately, we may hope for ſome pri. 
vate . Or do we declare againſt any ſuch ungenerous 
Motives? Why then does the Envyings and Reſentments of 
Great Ones concern us ſo far, as to work us up to Sidings and 
Diſſatisfaction with them? It is abſolutely factious and unrea- 
| Jonable to repine at a, Favour to one, as an Injury done to a- 
mother? When it is done by one, who, by general Conſent, cn 
de nd Mrong; and we are all bound to truſt him (tho' we don't 
one another) that he will do no Wrong; that his Imperia! 
Wildom and Clemency is ſtedfaſtly reſolved againſt it, but al- 
ways to chooſe for the beſt, as ſeemeth good to his Conſum- 
mate Prudence, knowing that no Prince f Can do Juſtice to 
e thoſe who ſerve him Well, without Puniſhing thoſe who 
1s ferve him IIl, ſince that is to make their Condition equal 
4 whole Deſerts are different That his Royal Heart is entire- 
Ay in thie Intereſt of his People, bent and faſhion'd to be a Fa- 
then af our Nation, which ſhould engage and joyn us all in one 
Confidence in his Paternal Affection and Adminiſtration over 
us, ſubmitting our private Opinion, as becomes every Subject, 
Ito this publick „ er ; 'whoever does not, deſervedly incurs 
the imputation of an undutiful, conceited, and pragmatical Sub- 
ject: On the contrary, how great an Ornament is this 97e! 
Spirit to every Chriſtian and Subject? Very precious is the Sight 
before God; very incumbent has he made this Duty of cheerful 
and lowly Submiſſion upon all, that all, without exception, mult 
needs comply for Conſcience ſake, that no one may ſo much a5 
murmur in Thought, no one be found unprepared, or indiſpo- 
ſed to pleaſure God and his Vicegerent, ee bas ſet over 
zug, becauſe he lowed. our Iſrael to.eftabliſh.us for.ever) in dit- 
charging himſelf of that bounden, .acknowledg'd Duty of being 
perfectly ſatisſied with whatever he does, becauſe it is bis Do- 
Ang; aſſiſting him with our Hearts and Hands, to atrain the 
Ends of good Government, and expreſſing no manner of Diſlike 
or Oppofition, in Word or Deeds, to publicit Management, with- 
out. any ſort or ſhadow of Grounds, as it is at this Time. 
We are now ſecurer than ever, if we. would not be jealous; 
but of all Jealouſies that are ſtirring, that of the King's turning 
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rhitravy is the moſt abſurd, and comes with the worſt, Grace 
om the Maintainers of a Doctrine which would indeed 1ake him 
hat they fear. Is not thar Fear and Surmiſe too "Dean ely. 
afirm'd by the very Choice His Majeſty has been pleaſed to. 
ake of his Miniſters; Men ſo famous for maintaining-un7im;- 
 Paſpove Obedience? Yet in truth, could never be reproach'd | 
ich the failure of that Obedience, which either Chriſtianity! or the 
ww of the Land are the Meaſures, of: Who therefore in his 
les can ſo much as (uſpe& his Royal Reſolution of Govern- 
according to Law; feing he has freely and graciouſly cho- 
þ ſuch eminent Patriots of the Liberties of the Natioi and | 
leſs ſtaunch Supporters of the Regal Prerogative? Men of 
: greateſt Succeſs againſt Enemies, of univerſal r it 
ict Juſtice, bright Knowledge, and conſummate Wildom ; 
ring ever a moſt dutiful Affection to his Majey and his 
ſtrious Houſe, being ever unmoveable from the Good and 
bry of their Country. Surely it ſavours of Diſcontent, and a 
y unreaſonable Partiality in any Subject, not to have a good Opi- 
pn of the Taftruratits'of publick Good, or not to give them our 
dd Word and Thanks, indifferently, as the promote that? 
dit muſt be a moſt wicked Zeal and Adheſion to a Party, 
ich determines a Man to diſlike what is well done for the 
mon Intereſt, by any Seryant of our King and Country, 


a1 


ce; tho* 'tis impoſſible for thoſe Gentlemen (were they in} 
mend the Matter, or for any other that are out, to accuſe 
of Miſmanagement as yet. Would we but all agree (God 
nt we may have ſo much Religion and- Juſtice left) to refrain 
n Blame and Cenſure, till their Miſmanagements are made ap- 
ent, I believe yerily, we ſhould be quiet long enough: But, 
as ſure, as common Juſtice can make me, that no Man in 
ſcience, or the leaſt Umbrage of a Pretence, can find Fault 
that is made out, Mean time, to be Jealous and Uneafy, _ 
Kcliberately and knowingly to tranſgreſs the Duty of Chri- 
$ and Subjects; and to fludy and contrive all we can, and. 
bs ſeditious a manner as we dare, how to make ourſelyes 
others unſafe and unhappy, after all that the Lord our Gd 
done for us, to render us the happieſt Nation upon Earth. 
b! would we but lay afide our Heats and R 0, 5 
Diviſions, and learn to be more eaſily Contented, leſs Tur- 
it and Ambitious, and pleaſe the Lord with Unity and Righ- 
neſs; his Heart would ſtill be towards, and delight to 
ver down his ſpecial Influences, as upon a pleaſant Vine- 
i How would he cheriſh our amiable State, and bis moſt 
ſant Plant, our Church ; * fence it in ſo ſtrong, that 17 


„ 


"bly behold the good Days that are ariſing, if we will but /e 


fur is there to be ſeen or heard, ſo much as the leaſt rendei 
towards the ſmalleſt Injury to the Eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution of 


1 LS 


3 


V 
_ wild Boar out of the Foreſt ſhall root it up! Pitching his Tabes 
nacle in our Sion, and making faſt the Bars of our Jeruſalcn: 
He wilt do all Things well, to protect and promote the Beau, Wi 
Order, and Tranquility of both; for he has called a Shep:iiM 
from a far Country, who is mighty to ſave; to be a Nurſa i 
Father, to Feed, Rule and Cheriſh, to heal our Diſcaſes, a 
become the Inſtrument of compoſing our Breaches, among 4 
the Lovers of Quiet in his Juriſdiction. The Almighty Loc 
wWhoſe Property is, to make Men to be of one Mind in an Hui, 
has mightily. appear'd to heal the Sores of our Land, that! 
Make no mare. Our Fears, which uſed to trouble our 1/-u] 
and ſhake the Land like a Reed, with n are non 
turned upon the Enemy, and pent in within that Quarter fron 
whence they aroſe. He that Builds may Inhabit, he that Son 
may Reap; he that Plants may gather 155 Fruits: Every Ord: 
. uy be bleſſed in their Enjoyments ; every One's Little is ſecur 
and every One's Abundance ſafe from being a Prey: Merit 
rewarded, and Virtue and Peaceableneſs rejoyces in the Profyt! 
of being Proſperous. All the Ingredients of Peace, and Calf 
are brought home to our very Borders; our Eyes may undeni 


5 
I 
. 


Peace and enſue it, among ourſelves. 3 
* Rather than want a Pretence, muſt ſome intoxicating Simpl 
city always be reviv'd, to keep our Wounds from cloting, al 


our Hearts from being one; what other is that imaginary ini 


* 


ble Danger of the Church, called up of late out of the dai 
Den of Miſchief and Sedition, as a Spell to bewitch People a 
of their common Senſe and Diſcernment ; buzzed about by ti 
Fomenters of Diſcord, on purpoſe to ingenerate Diſcontentsab 
_ Sufpicions in the Hearts of the unthinking, and diſquiet the 
Fg With fearful Apprehenſions where no manner of Fear is? - 
© more Grounds to Fear, than if they ſhould be confidently u 
their Houſes were all in danger, were ſecretly undermined, 4 
(God knows) how ſoon they may be all blown up into the Al 


and Submiſſion unto himſelf? Does not he, does not all his 
liniſtry know, that no Doctrines or Principles in Baglund tyes 
at Band fo ſtrong and faſt, as thoſe of its moſt Loyal, moſk 
necrable Church? And therefore Human Policy itſelf is her Se- 
rity, if there was no God to Protect her. What Madneſs, yea. 


L aber; 
(i alen. 
eAuty 


ep bel hat Malice muſt it then be, to affright his Mageſty's good Sub- 
Juri cs, by ringing the Bells of the Church backward, when there 
8, an no appearance of Fire in the Town, or any thing like that or 
wy Wanger ; but only inthe fiery ungovernable Tempers of thoſe, who 
Lot 


nake themſelves ready for Battle when we ſpeak to them of Peace 
o declare War againſt Peace and Unanimity, tho' Providence 
is conjoyn'd us all in one Iſſue, and makes the Overture, and 
De Reaſon thereof ſo plain; who fling out of their -Remem- 
rance both this Bleſſing, and the Duty of good Chriſtians and 
Wubjc&s, whilſt they are ſtill, as much as ever diſpoſed to he- 
ere Lies, and not be undeceived; but wilfully forſake Truth 
Ind Peace, that they (at leaſt their Leaders) may follow after 
aon, Revenge, and their own Intereſt, under the diſturbing 
retences of Saber to the Church, which is as ſafe and well as 
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Merit! 


Proſpts erer was. Zeal without Knowledge, and Jealouſy without 
d Ca. -:fon. is, the Plague of Religion, and the Peſt of Society. In 
nde in is the Net ſpread in the 72 of any Bird: But Charity and 
ur /:0f utual Forbearance, are the Strength as much as the Ornament 


Pf our Church; and Candour and Peaceableneſs, and moſt du- 


Simp# ful Submiſſion to Governours, and if eaking no Evil of Digni- 

ng; ies, together with real Works of Righteouſneſs, let me tell you, 

ar) ü ee che fingular Glory of its Members; and diſtinguiſh the gods 

the dil y, ſincere Children within her, from the Hypocrite, who loyes 

ole er only in Word and noiſy Clamour: To be Unpeaceable there- 

by More, or any ways Diſreſpectful to Governours, or t0 Ead a 

tent Wicked ſenſual Life, and give no other Evidence, for be 
ier thi xtraordinary hearty Value we ought all to have for her Com- 


„ anion and Doctrines, than warm Words, and Uncharitables + 


nch ess for all other Communions, whilſt they rhus live and ac * 
ned, n contradiction to her, and ſo much to her Diſcredit; my 
the ot ſuch Men be very well ſuſpected, all the time, as Counſe 
wo ctain'd againſt her? Their Arguments, be they ne'er ſo vehe= 
9 ir nent, can hardly be underſtood to have any other cordial Mean- 

e 


ny but, ſome By-end or other; tis like defending Reli ion by: 
he greateſt Breaches upon it. The Man who can thus Equivo- 
tate with God, won't ſtick to Bquivocate with the World; 
ind may juſtly be feared, leſt he betray his Neighbour. or his 
puntry. I come now int ff 7 


in Pill 
zuld off 
his Roj 

the 1 
oler til 
an {ul 
Enco 


of L0 


* . . ; 
1 : _— . * ; i 
, ; | "* 2 * N - 
L ; g 1 : * ? 2 
. ; s * - - : 
1 N Z $4 « 1 F a aN 4 *. 1 
Ks \ a y : + vb. ; > * 
; k 8 ! 


= 2 


— - 
_ .—_ ———_— 
7 "_—_ 
1 2 


= 
— 
Py — — — — — m 
ba ” WI - WIS; = = - _—_ _ =_ 
- = = aA 2 =. \ 
< 8 > c —x= = == — - £ OST = SY 3 
— N 3 —— — 7 —— 9 = _ 
4 . mz = — bs 
DIE” 7 —̃ . — — — — — 1 > . 
223 — — — — —— — 2 
— — 


12 
=> 
—— — — 


= 
i * 


— * 
+4 1 * * 
Og 1. 
7 11 


4 * * 14 *% 2 Tn : * 4 * „ . thy 's 7 % 55 A'S" —_ 
1 0 en of 4 1 * 8 4 * 4 2 4 1 1 ” " 
4 # 1 bogs * New '$ x * NK 1 eas RAE £ — 4 cry £ Wy M4 * 1 "4 1 4 . b os * 1 19 0 
III. And laft Branch, to mention ſome Directions, wia 
may be ſerviceable to promote Peace an 
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„ Let "us get defe 
fide, 'fo 'ſhall we all be fue 
their Virtue and Merit; y hich ou 


found. 2 In the 
we all upon the Guard, againſt either giving or haſti y taking 


if chey don't claſh in the way upon one another; the Green | 


Honeſt earries it; the violent ſtrong Bigs is any Bees, 2 The 
if nor ſti 
our Duty, in ſpeaking well of our Goycrnours, and obe ping 


Principles of Union about chem, in one and the ſame enti 


calm Words or Silence, to promote general Tranquility. Te 
Foundation of diſagreement in Opinion is laid in the different 


mutual Forbearance, charitable Conſtructions, Condeſcentions © 
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þd apparent Pemiſhes of Men of eis 
be more prone to be of one Mind i 
t to be honour'd and eſteem 
| exit itſelf, whereſoever i: | 
the Senſe of this, when we come into Company, b 


— * = 


above all Things, cyen Part 


\ 


Words and Phraſes, which are inflamatory of the Paſſions, all 
ſets the Party-Bzas a running : [The Bow/s may probably hi 


che Jack 'which they aim at, tho' biaſs'd to the Right or Lefi 
now. fe ſmooth' d, there ſeems little need of Bias; down-rigi 


Coals of Contention would dye away, rr'd; certain) 
never blaze into Flame, if not blown by your. Buſie-bodies, aul 
ill-deſigning Men, who hope to ſnatch and ſecure ſomething h 
the Fife, chat makes them in ſuch a Heat: So it is that tht 
Sore" of Diviſion becomes raw and angry, by rubbing hard; 


Fenk touching does leſs harm; but the pacitick Balm woul 
Heal it up. If two of us ſhould Contend, and both of us & 


them and the Laws; are we not both wrong in contending! 
We talk of what we don't underſtand, and part with what vt 
do, and are fare is of far greater Value, i. e. Peace. If wi 
have, O Chriſtians, any Remains of Regard to the Injunction 
of the Goſpel, of the Dry of Subjects, or of the Love for out 
Country, we gughs to think better, and be aſhamed to be guil 
ty of any Uneafineſs. Right good Men and Subjects carry th 


Love; however they may differ in Opinion, and miſtake on: 


another, they will live quiety and inoffenſively, and maintain 
Peace With all Men, and labour in their Spheres by Decd, b 


. Capacities, Education, Improyement, Apprehenſion and Infor 
mation, which various People have of the ſame Thing or Per. 
ſon. And becauſe tis not likely there ſhould be a perfect Hat 
mony upon e wank, Big e Things, which, in themſelves 
make us neither good nor bad; therefore has Almighty God, it 
his Wiſdom, given us ſo very many Laws and Injunctions dt 
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* 4 1 0 17 } | Ib * 
che Weak and Compaſſionate, bearing one anothers Buvchens 4 
and Differences; in this ſtate df Inffrmiry. If dur pon Ops . | 

nion gives no ſort of Diſturbance to the Publick, and keeps Chas 


. in the Right, as of the ill 1 diſpuring fiercely a- 
bout it: þ 


rity entire in the Heart; this will ſufficiently 4 | 
Quiet and be Cen as well as if we were all of one Mind. We, 
who are ſo liable to be miſtaken, can't be ſo ſure chat we are 


here is no Iikelier Method of Accommodation, than 
to acknowledge we are both to blame for contending ſo warmly; 
choſe Things we Diſpute about, are ſeldom fo neceſlary as the 

Peace and Charity we are apt to loofe in the Conteſt, If the 
conſequence of a Man's Zeal affects theſe; he is no longer inno- 


| cent in being of a Party; if he is ſuch a Zealor, as-to give up 


his Reaſon with a Reſolution not to be convinc'd, becomes 
active and factious, fower and diſpuſted, he is guilty of Sin 
againſt God, and of impairing the Tranquility he owes to his 
Country. We ought therefore to be leſſening Parties what we 
can, and gain the Title of Children of God, and Diſciples of 
Chriſt, by being Peace- Makers, meek, modeſt, and refign'd, re- 
joycing in our Governours, and ſubmiting to them with all Ala- 
crity, and praying for them with all Sincerity, in all things con- 
ſulting the Peace of ourſelves and others; for all theſe Things are 
as neceſſary to the Life of a good Subject and Servant of God, and 


the Hopes of eternal Peace hereaſter, as dayly Bread is to our 


natural Life: If it has been our Misfortune to be miſlead into 
groundleſs Diviſions, thro* the plauſible Pretences of deſigning 
Men, let us however be deſirous of Accommodation, and to hear 
the Reaſons on both ſides, preſerving our Minds in a teachable 


Diſpoſition, and our Ears open to Truth and Conviction; and 


when we are convinced of our Error, to return forthwith to 
Peace and Union, as knowing it to be the Glory of a Man, and 
the very Mark of an ingenuous Spirit, to confeſs a Miſtake, and 


retract it ſpeedily. The having no private Intereſt or By- ends to 


ſerye, no other Aims or Ends, but what are common to all, viz. 
The loving, bonouring, and praiſing the Sovereign King of 
Heaven, is that ich confine. the Harmony of rhe. Bleſſed 
above: Let us alfo live in Imitation, love that Temper, and 
compoſe our Souls to it, bringing ourſelves to a loathing of 
needleſs Contention and political Wrangling. If others will ſtill 
irritate Matters, be Reſtleſs and Contentious, and never come to 
Temper, let it be rheir Sin, and let us be afraid to partake 
with them; but rather ſhun and deteſt thoſe, who would en- 
creaſe and perpetuate our Diyiſions, and make it their Buſineſ 
and Delight, like ſo many pernicious Wedges, ſtill ro ſplit and 
rive us aſunder, into Difcord and Faction, and blaſt the as 


ſerye Peace an! 
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of our returning Harmony, O! that they would but conſider 
how much they do the Buſineſs of the Devil and evi! Men; 
how much they, and their unchriſtian Proceedings, are abhor'd 
dy God, of which chey are certified over and over in Scripture 
Should any blame us for profeſſing Temper, and declaring for 
Accord, and actually putting to our Hand to arreſt the baſe Jea- 
louſy and unxeaſonable Diſcord that paſſes amongſt us, let us 
not anſwer them according to their Folly, or think ourſelves 
oblig d to quarrel with thoſe who are ſo diſpoſed; but return 
Good for Evil, ceaſing from Strife before tis meddled with, and 
keeping to our reſolute Intentions to maintain Peace with all 
Men. If others will ſtill appear to envy their own Happineſs, 
and be inſenſible of the Bleſſing; let us be better 1 wiſer, 
and be grateful both for ourſelves and them. Don't we know, 
that we wear the common Livery of Peace and Amity, as Diſ- 
_ Ciples of the reconciling Jeſus? Let it no longer be ſo rent and 
torn, as no Body can know it; but let us conſpire to breath no- 
thing but cementing Love and Peace towards each other, for- 
bearing and forgiving, if any Man has a Quarrel, publick or 
Private, againſt any; and let perfect Friendſhip and Harmony, 
candid Thoughts, and good Offices, Openneſs of Converſation, 
2 mutual Confidence, flow into our Neighbourhood and Vi- 
2. We ought all to agree, in baniſhing quite away that Cre- 
dulity and Diſpoſition to believe every reflecting Story; which 
is the grand Weakneſs of Party, and the unfortunate Continuer 
of that and other Variance, and ill Opinion among Neigh- 
bours. For Remedy of which, we ſhould be all 2 equally 
aware, to en our Belief of many things that are ſuggeſted, 
and admit nothing but undeniable Proofs to ſway our Judgment, 
putting even the beſt Conſtruction upon them. But never yield- 
Ing to be deluded by N of Dangers, or crafty Inſinuati- 
Ons, as if all lay at Stake; a frequent Intrigue of thoſe, who 
have not a mind to be pleaſed with the Publick Meaſures, to a- 
muſe People into a Diſſike and Concurrence with them. The 
true Key is, that the Loſs of a Place at Court, ſuch as would 
have farisfy'd them, makes many a Patriot. Private Diſobli- 
Frogs from a particular Perſon, ought not, by any means, to 
beget an ill Opinion or Averſion to all who act with him; nor 
ur Reverence for a fingle Man, to chain down our Judgment 
from forſaking a Party, when that forſakes the Good, and Safe- 
ty, and Honour of our Country, which are the Pretences of all. 
To acknowledge oneſelf in an Error, is an Honour to the Wi- 
feft ; ſo is it to follow) Ends and Principles, in which we are 
all agreed; and not Men, whoſe Intereſt it is to keep op Dif- 
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- ference + But for a Man to imagine himſelf obliged. to proceed, 


and never depatt from what he has once eſpous d, right or wrong, | 


: 


15 Obſtinacy without Reaſon, a very Reproach to Humane Nature, 


the Reverſe of Truth and Chriſtianity, as well as the Occaſion 


of a deal of Miſchief and Diviſion. Woe be to thoſe of this Mind! 
In male Ceptis boneſtior illis videtur. Pertinacia, quam Pe- 
nitentia, Woe be unto them, from whom the Offence . 
„ ET Wy ens e 
3. Above all things, as it ſo highly imports Chriſtians, learn 


we not to ſpeak or think Evil of Dignities: This will be a per- 
petual Duty, ( whoever is in the Miniſtry ) for us to Preach, and 


all of us to Practiſe. Our Glory is that only of Obeying well, 
theirs of Governing well. Tis propereſt for us to leave State- 
Affairs to Stateſmen, as Matters too high for us to exerciſe our- 
ſelves about. Say, which do ye think impropeteſt, for us to 


talk petemptorily of thoſe. things, or they of Oats and Oy! F? 
Their Province is to Rule the State; ours, to Study to be Quiet, 


and mind our Home Buſineſs. For us, who are the Feet of the 
Government, to be wee upon different Sentiments in 
State- Policy, is pretty much ſuch an Indiſcretion, as if we 


ſhould fall out, becauſe our Shoes are not all of one Shape, or 


our Buckles of the ſame Colour > How uncapable are we of . 


33 a true Judgment of the Publick Adminiſtration; who 
know ſo very little or nothing of the true Reaſons and Spring 
of its Meaſures, or the Obſtructions of its Buſineſs? We may 


_ eaſily be guilty of great Raſhneſs, and Undutifulneſs, in finding 


Fault, or indulging Suſpicions, and giving ear to Jealouſies, 
and ſpreading them again, to the alienating of Peoples Af- 
fections; when in all probability hey haye no better Grounds 


why we ſhould believe them, than ſome Mens Diſſatisfaction 
to ſee others in the Places and Preferments they ſtill have a 


Mind to: But for Quiet, and our own Sakes, why ſhould we 
ſhare in their Uneaſineſs, and become a Property and Footſtool 
to their ambitious Deſigns of mounting to Poſts of Authority 
and Profit? All the plauſible, the diſguiſing Pretences are eaſy 


to be ſeen thro'. We ought rather to turn our en to 


this Quarter, if we would acquit ourſelves as good Subiects, 


and reſolve to keep within the ſureſt Sphere of Peace and 


Quiet : Otherwiſe, the greateſt Innocence can't be ſafe from 


ſuch undermining Rumours, if we will be ſo ſimple to give heed 


to them, and be acted and impoſed upon by ambitious Men out of 


Humour; for let this be remembred, that ſtanding up for the 


* 
* — 


| T The famous Mann fucture and Wealth of this N mr 
| Prero- 
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Prevepative, in the way of a fly Tleſpaſs upon it; in finding, 
"Fans, hor with: the King binde, bir his ter, lol 
was the Riſe and Occaſſen of thoſe unquiet Times of King 

Charter i, The Hiſtories: acquaint us, that was the yety Way 
= of atracking; ws Rom they wanted to be at, thro” 
WW the; Sides of the Miners he made Choice of; at the fame 
1 e in Word the profoundeſt ſharh Veneration for 
tlie Pt gative that could be. k greatly truſt, There is no ſuch 
evil Men, or. Deſigns, now-a-days.; but there is full as much 


|  Reatfon' to ſufpe& at Device, as any ill Deſigns in our Goyer- 


noufs. Why can't we have the Senſe to be well, when we are 
well? I tis vor purely our own Default, we may every one 


1 | of us. ſleep. quietly from fear of Evil, under Le of ſuch 
| Irv 


numerous illuſtrious Iſſue, of ſuek perſonal comptehenſtye Know- 
ledge, Equanimity, and Juſtice; and under the Conduct of 
Miniſters of fuch admirable Capacities, as is enough to raiſe 
Joy. in out Thoughts and Language, for the Honour and Truſt, 
and Care over us, conferred upon them; for in them we may 
be certain of ſuch a Loe of che Publick, as is always ready to 
Acrifice every Thing to it; a Greatneſs and Conſtancy of Mind, 
not to be byaſſed by Favour, or ſtagger'd by Frowns; ſo attacht 
= Dy to his Majeſty, as nothing can poſſibly alter; of ſuch true 
and Chriſtian Moderation, and Love to the e Church, 
as: there is no manner of fear. of impairing that or the Tolera- 

tion; of indefatigable Application and Acuteneſs to cloſe with 
every Thing, and make the beſt of it; of Nobleneſs of Speech 

and Spirit, void of jugghng Fraud, fall: of Truch, Vigour and 
Hoquence: Every of which Excellencies redound to the glori- 
fying his Haley and his Reign, betauſe they are the Effect of 
kis Choice, the, Reſult of his Enquity,, and the Obſervation of 


+ 


WE his Reſidents, before he came among us. 
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In whom therefore, can we better ſum” up our Praiſes, upon 
this Day, to Almigbiy God, than in the kind Preſent (in due 
Scaſon} of the Reign of Ring GroRGE,, who is the Exalta- 
tion and the great Glory of this Kingdom: The. very Throne 
itſelk is adorned with ſuch a King. Many have deſired to ſee this 
Day, but have not; bleſſed are our Eyes, for we have ſeen, and 


WE do rcjoice and are glad in it. Let us all in the moſt humble 


h Supplication n of grateful Souls beſeech him, by whom Kings 
Keign, ro beſtow the beſt of his Mercies, Eternal and Tempo- 


, upon. out gracious Sovereign, his Choſen; that he may en- 


Joy, an undivided Empire over the Hearts of an happy and free 
People; that he may be the impregnable Bulwark of the Pro- 
teſkant Intereſt, the mighty Guardian, and fafe Refuge of their 

Liberties... And let us obe; our God likewiſe, in praying deyout- 
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ouble Lu 


Diſcontents and Jealoufies of thoſe, 


nay never, be rufled with, Diſcontents an | 
EK hom the abſolute Safety and Happineſs of Great Britain can't, 


log d and diſtreſled, ** Anger and Contradiction of ſuch 
b want only to have a ſhare in the Profits. Pray we alſo with 
eatty Compaſſion, that the Good-will and Pleaſure of the Al- 
ighty Diſpoſer of Crowns, (which we are this Day extolling) 
lo long ago deſigning this Succeſſion, and now accompliſhing 
Ind confirming it for ever, by his gracious Providence, may melt 
own like Wax the Minds and Sentiments of thoſe known or un- 
nown Perſons, Who have the Image, or any Letters of the Su- 


being ſo much in vain to hold out longer) the only Rigbtful, 
be only Loyal Stamp of INE GEORGE, and not tufe ) 
e defaced unto their Lives end. May his Puiſſant, Benign Ma- 
% have no Enemies; but if that can't be, may they every one 
e cloathed with Shame, and fall before him: Never have oc- 


nd Diſſoluteneſs of Manners, and all other unquiet and deſtru- 
we Vices. And as he has declared a holy War already againſt 
iſe, and the Edge of his Proclamation ſpares none, tho' near 


rates do their Duties, to put it into effectual and impartial Exe-. 
7, Favour and Puniſhment poiſe one the other, and be ſo diſtri- 
t be our Endeavour, that he meet Men of cool Temper, who 


ul, well- affected 
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for all thoſe who are put in Authority under the King, that + 


ake caly ; not his Adminiſtration for our univerſal Welfare be 


erſeription of any other Ceſar, that they may at length receive 


r it to 
alon to draw the Sword, but againſt Irreligion, Prophaneneſs 


is Royal Perſon; ſo may the ſubordinate Officers and Magi- 


uion, that as we have been a ſaved, ſo we may become a pe- 
uiar People, zealous of good Works. May Juſtice and Clemen- 


utcdto deſerving Objects, that they may all be admired in their 
Exerciſe; and no he has been pleaſed to call a Parliament, may: | 


Judoment is not enfeebled with Heat and Reſentment, who are 
Frorthy for Loyalty, and the true Love of God's Church, faith- 

| Hurllian⸗ of Epiſcopacy, Monarchy and Li- 
der/; able Men, ſuch as fear God, Men of Truth, hating 
de To go counter to the Court, when it is ſingu- 
arhy indulgent of the Peoples Liberties, and Wiſe and Religious 
0 maintain all the Parts of the Conſtitution, is Oppoſition for 
Oppoſition ſake, and too plainly. intimates the little Reſpect that 
ach Men have to Governouts, or to Peace and Unanimiry, If 
he Populace, in this Interim of their Freedom, and Share in. 
ie Government, will e in judging of N 9 
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bur the Reign of Dilſencion, Tuſtahiliry and Fear is over, Pecs . 
nd Serenity, Coalition of Parties, and a gradual Rerrieve,. and 

yp fire of uninterrupted Renown, may ſucceed. and be in- 
parable from the Glories of the preſent ; that his Roya Quiet 
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they judge will be fartheſt from perfecuting them, tho! in othe! 

FR they are as different from them in religious Opinion, 
and as true to the Æſtabliſſii d Chirch,' as are the other, to whom 
they refuſe their Votes. Oh! that it might come to paſs, that wc 
were all joyn d together in Uuiiy of Spirit, the Bund of Peace, ani 
Righteouſneſs of Life. And may the Lord of Peace himſelf (as 
this Apoſtle prays in his ſecond Epiſtle to theſe Theſſaloniari 
give us Pence always, by all means; that we may find a Cot- 
.  dialnefs and Sincerity in uniting among ourſelves; that Love and 
Uniry, Meeknefs,and Charity, Quiet and Content may be pra- 
ctiſed by all Ranks and Orders, and Mercy and Moderation 
thewn to all proper Objects, for: the Sake of Chriſt, the 


che 


great Reconciler, who, we hope, will intercede and influence, 
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that Peace and Truth, Piety 
Candor, and Forbearance, with all other Virtues, may ſo flou- 
riſh and abound, as to become the Stability of our Times, the 
Salvation of our Souls, and make our Jeruſalem a Praiſe aben 
the Earth. Then ſhall we have Peace of Heart, and Peace in 


. 
+ ; 
* 5 7. 


State; publick and private, with the World, within ourſel ves, 


and with our God; for this End, let me Entreat once more, 


let me Adjure you all, my Brethren, by the Loye of our Coun- 


ry, by your Obedience to our Sovereign, by the Bowels, and 
ee and Wounds of Jeſus C57, by our Ae 
ance before his tremendous Judgment-Seat, and by the Salvation 
of our Immortal Souls, that we be kindly Affectionate one to- 
wards another; and in the Senſe of our Chriſtian and Natio- 
nal Obligations, let go Diviſions, and maintain Peace and U- 
mie among ourſelves; A ERS... | 

And if I have been ſo happy as to ſay any Thing, that, thro* 
the Grace of God, inclines your Hearts, and compoſes your 
Tempers to better Agreement, the beſt Part of the Sermon is 
ſtill behind, to go Home and Pradiſe. 15 


Bleſſng, and Glory, and Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving, and 


Honour, and Power, and Might, be unto our God, for 
ever and ever. 4h | 
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and good Works, reciptocal Lore, 
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